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Remember….. 

Cultivating Leadership Capital for the West Valley 

 

Our Vision:   
Informed, engaged, and inspired leaders transforming the 

West Valley into highly livable, quality communities. 

 

Our Sustaining 
Partners 

Say What? 
Sometimes, (though less and less all the time) when I tell people that I 

work for Leadership West, the reply is “What’s Leadership West?”  We’ll 

I, for one, have gotten really good at answering that question!   

Recently, the Leadership West Board of Directors and Marketing  

Committee took up the challenge of developing an “Elevator Speech” 

that each of us can use when we’re out in the community, introducing 

ourselves, advocating for excellent leadership in the West Valley and 

recruiting for new class members.   

 Try this out and see how it rolls off your tongue:  “Leadership 

West engages, informs and inspires proven leaders in business, non 

profits and government to leverage their time, talents and leadership 

capital to enhance the quality of life in the West Valley. When you  

connect with Leadership West, you connect with more than 300  

diverse decision makers in the community who get things done!” 

 Always remember that YOU are our best advertisement.  Help 

us spread the word about Leadership West and it’s impact on our  

region. 

                                                                  Kathy Knecht, Executive Director         
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Relationship Economics by David Nour 
is the selection made for the LW Book 
Chat. If you plan on participating in the 
book chat, please  RSVP to  

Rebecca@leadershipwest.org.  A location 
and time in  
November will 
be selected if 
we have 
enough  
participation. 

Look Whoôs Steppinô Up! 
 
 

John Maher, class 13 
Darcie McCracken, class 14 
Patrick O'Grady, class 14 
Deanna Rada, class 15 
Leslie Rowans, class 12 
Stephanie Scott, class 15 
Jessie Singer, class 15 
Cathy Stafford, class 7 

Vicki Davis, class 14 
Jen Deiley, class 13 
Michele Dionisio, class 3 
Gary Gelzer, class 8 
Mike Godbehere, class 14 
Dean Howard, class 6 
London Lacy, class 10 
Josh Landers, class 14 
 

Zac Storey, class 9 
Connie Stover, class 13 
Anthony Sumner, class 14 
Debra Unjhem, class 14 
Trent Watson, class 13 
Linda Wemple, class 14 
Katrina Williams, class 14 
John Wirtjes, class 14 

 
 

Thank you to these dedicated alumni who  
volunteered to mentor a participant in Class 16! 

You are invited to join LW Summit Speaker, 
David Nour for a Webinar on September 17 
 

Do you spend a great deal of 
your day wondering whether or 
not you and your team are  
calling on the right  
opportunities?  Are you  
having the right conversations?  
Are you making the right level of  
progress in your deals toward a 
close?  How will you enhance 
your sales plan in the coming  
recovery?  

 
Join two internationally acclaimed experts and  
authors in business development, Ron Karr and 
David Nour on Thursday, September 17, 2009 at 3 
PM EDT (Noon Pacific).  They will provide answers 
to these all important questions; including social 
networking best practices to build your target list 
of prospects, strategies for uncovering and  
maximizing sales opportunities, how get to gain 
access to the right level of economic buyers /  
influencers along with the compelling  
conversations you need to have.  
Click here for instructions. 

Correction 
 
It took approximately five minutes 
after the release of the last newsletter 
for an attentive alumnus to point out 
that Mike Godbehere is in class 14, 
not 13.  Oops. 

 
 
 
 
 

We’re glad you’re reading! 
Thanks for the Help. 

XIV 

Thanks Connie Stepnitz, Class 14, for Coordinating 

mailto:rebecca@leadershipwest.org
http://docs.google.com/Doc?docid=0Adu9XHxq3VqzZGNuNzQ3MjJfMTVka21icWJkaA&hl=en
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Alumni 

News 

 
Cathy Gorham, Class 7 has been moved 
up to a Deputy City Manager  
position for the Community Services Group in the City of Glendale. Five  
departments including Parks & Recreation, Library, Code Compliance,  
Community Partnerships and the Airport will all report to her.  She and her 
team will be providing hands-on services to citizens at all levels and staff eight 
citizen advisory boards and commissions.  She will still carry some of her old 

duties related to mega events, stadium, parking and internal strategic planning.  Wow! 
 

Mike Foulds, Class 3, is  sponsoring a Jazz Music Series at Arizona Broadway 
Theatre in Peoria this fall! Click here for information on the first concert 9/21. 
Always doing things for the community, Mike is using the occasion to raise 
needed food and money for the Valley View Community Food Bank.  “So many 
people are unable to put food on the table in our present economy,” says Mike. 
“Please help us to help others with a "Hand-Up" in their time of need!” If you 
can't attend the Jazz concert, you may drop off a donation to his office. Or, con-
tact him at Mike@MikeFoulds.com, and he’ll pick it up!  
 
Sharon Wolcott, Class 16, won 71% of the vote in her election to the Surprise 
City Council. “We worked really hard,” said Wolcott. “We are thrilled with the 
results…and the size of the results.” Wolcott is a former Minnesota state  
legislator and a long time political activist.  We are so thrilled she is  
participating in Leadership West this year. 
 
 

 
The board of directors of Arizona Assistance in Health Care which offers cancer 
patients assistance with non-medical expenses is served by Leadership West  
members, Landis Elliott, Class 10, Molly Stockley, Class 16,  Kevin Elliott, Class 
13, and Shelley Bade, Class 9.  They invite you to the  Cancer Treatment Centers 
of America Tennis Championship at Surprise reception and tennis match.  Click 
here for details. 

So, what’s new with you?  

Please drop us a line and fill us in.   

Send your blurbs to 

Kathy@leadershipwest.org.  

Golf Tournament October 30 
Don’t Delay!  Only 20 foursomes left!   

Click here for complete details and registration form. 

http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B9u9XHxq3VqzNDk2NDM3MjYtMGQxMS00MTFjLWE1NzItNWQ1NmMzODQ0Mjc5&hl=enC:/Users/Kathy/Documents/Cadettes
mailto:Mike@MikeFoulds.com
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B9u9XHxq3VqzZjNkNTBhNDktOTcwMy00NmE3LTg5MWQtYmU0OTA0ZmY3Mzkw&hl=en
mailto:kathy@leadershipwest.org
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B9u9XHxq3VqzOGNkMjZmMmMtOTg3MC00OWZkLTgyZDgtYWUwNzM4ZTFiOTVl&hl=en
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Never underestimate how vital your individual engagement  
and support means to Leadership West.  The volunteer culture of 
our organization remains the cornerstone of our success and the 

envy of similar programs.  Leadership West relies on your  
participation and your financial support to cultivate leadership 

capital for the West Valley.  Leadership West Matters  
because the West Valley matters—to ourselves,  
our companies, our neighbors and our children. 

Our Wonderful Supporters! 
 

Advisory Board  
The Leadership West Advisory 
Board is made up of exceptional 
individuals who share our  
commitment to outstanding 
leadership for the future of the 
West Valley.  These leaders have 
committed to a $2500  
contribution for two years.   

 
Lisa Atkins 

Shelley Bade 
Mayor Bob Barrett 
Stephen Cleveland 

Cameron Cooke 
Richard Duncan 
Chris Garman 

Mike Godbehere 
Thom Gyder 
Tom Knecht 

Diane McCarthy 
Candace Weist 
David Veillette 

 
Issue Day Sponsor $1000: 

New Life Center 
 

VIP Member $1000 
Cathy Gorham 

 
Supporting Members $500 

Michelle Dionisio 
Karen Keith 

 
Leading Members $250 

Jennifer Farrell 
Seth Kanter 

Kathy Knecht 
Tom Payton 

 
 

Contact 
Kathy@leadershipwest.org for 

sponsorship information.  

Exciting Update! 
 We are excited to let you know that The Hon. 
Jim Kolbe, Senior Transatlantic Fellow,  
German Marshall Fund of the United States; 
Chairman, Governor’s CANAMEX Task Force and 
former member of Congress, will introduce the Governor and 
also moderate a panel of international experts during the  
question and answer part of the Phoenix Committee on  
Foreign Relations’ Annual State of the State Address.  As you 
know, Leadership West is a collaborating partner for this event. 
  
Panelists include:  The Hon. Jim Kolbe, Moderator; Governor 
Jan Brewer; Don Cardon, Director of the Arizona Department 
of Commerce; Margie Emmermann, Policy Advisor for  
Mexico and Latin America, Executive Director of the  
Arizona-Mexico Commission; and Sherry Henry, Director of the 
Arizona Office of Tourism.   
 
This event will be a luncheon at the Biltmore at which the  
Governor will speak and discuss Arizona’s global imprint and, in 
particular, China, over the next five years.  To learn more about 
the event, see the Phoenix Committee on Foreign  
Relations website at www.pcfraz.org.  A registration form can 
be found by clicking here. As a cooperating member, you are  
entitled to the discounted registration fee. 

Thank you!  to all the alumni who have paid 

dues.  Remember:  Your dues are a tax-deductable  
donation, and  if it makes it easier, we’re happy to  
accommodate installments.  If you paid you will receive 
your member directory password soon.  Visit 
www.leadershipwest.org to pay online.  Didn’t get an 
invoice?  Then we don’t have your address.   
Send current info to Rebecca@leadershipwest.org. 

http://www.newlifectr.org
mailto:kathy@leadershipwest.org
http://www.pcfraz.org
http://docs.google.com/Doc?docid=0Adu9XHxq3VqzZGNuNzQ3MjJfOHI1Z3dqNmZ2&hl=en
http://www.leadershipwest.org
mailto:Rebecca@leadershipwest.org.

