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Business Day Launches Class 16 with Style 
 

On October 3, Class 16 met at the Renaissance Hotel at Westgate 
in Glendale for their first Issue Day:  Business.  The star-studded 
agenda included Michael Bidwell, Chairman of GPEC and CEO of 
the AZ Cardinals talking about the economic Impact of the 
Cardinals on the West Valley and Characteristics of Great Business 
Leaders.  Jack Lunsford, CEO of WESTMARC was featured, as was 
Dan Kelly, Vice President of DMB, Inc.; Allen Bowman, Sr. Project 
Manager from the Ellman Companies; and David Malin, Sr. Project 
Manager for Vestar Development Company.   
 After a tour of Westgate, three LW alumni spoke on the 
ά.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅέ tŀƴŜƭΥ  {ƘŜƭƭŜȅ .ŀŘŜΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ƻŦ {[ 
Bade & Associates; Thom Gyder, President of Wilhelm 
Automotive; and Michael Godbehere, President of GCON 
Construction. 

Linda Herold, Social Editor of Front Doors 
Magazine and founder of West Valley Women 
discussed the Art of Building Social Capital. 
 The day was capped off with a 
ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƳƛȄŜǊ ŀǘ aŎCŀŘŘŜƴΩǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ 
generously hosted by Erik Miller and attended 

by a handful of fun and engaging 
alumni. 
 Thanks to the planning team 
from Class 15:  Spencer Anderson, 
Erik Miller and Garrett Olexa. 

http://www.wilhelmauto.com/
http://www.lateral10.com/
http://gconinc.com/home/default.asp
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[ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ²ŜǎǘΩǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 
Director, Kathy Knecht, Class 
4, has a recurring column on 
the topic of leadership in 
West Valley Magazine.  Look 

for the articles in which LW alumni, the LW program 
and our guiding principles are regularly highlighted. 
 
Alumni members at $250 or more receive a 
subscription with membership. 

Opportunity for WV Youth Leaders 
In our effort to cultivate strategic partnerships 
with other leaders in the Valley, Leadership 
West participates quarterly in joint meetings of 
Valley Community Leadership Programs.  We 
have agreed to collaborate and share resources 
ǿƘŜƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜΦ  ¢ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƻƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ 
tell their folks about our cool things.   
 Valley Leadership is currently recruiting 
for their Valley Teen Leadership Program and is 
eager to increase participation in the West 
Valley.  Click here for more information and an 
application which you may share with the teens 
and teen organizations in your circles. 

See you on the 
links!  LW alumni and 

community leaders are all 
set to play at the fourth 
annual Golf for Good on 
Friday, October 30 at the 
Palm Valley Golf Course.  If 
ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ 50/50 raffle 
tickets, Contact 
Kathy@leadershipwest.org. Tickets are 
$5.00 and proceeds go to benefit the 
programming of Leadership West.   

 
We have a winner! 
Melinda Sanchez, 
Class 15, was the 
winner in the Last 
Contest.  She knew 
that LW won the 
Best of the West 
award for 
Leadership in 
2005.  She wins a 
$15 gift certificate 
to CŀƳƻǳǎ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ in Peoria.  Yum!!!  
¢ƘŀƴƪǎΣ CŀƳƻǳǎ 5ŀǾŜΩǎΗ 

Alumni:  Join the fun!   
Mix with the new class and old friends!   

The next mixer will be held  
after the Environment Issue Day.  

November 5 at Approximately 5 p.m.  
Vogue Bistro. 

15411 West Waddell Road, 
Suite 108, 

Surprise, AZ 85379 
http://www.voguebistro.com 

 

Our Vision:   
Informed, engaged, and inspired leaders  

transforming the West Valley into highly livable, quality communities. 

http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B9u9XHxq3VqzY2RlZjY5OTktMWY4NS00YTQyLTlmNzktMDM5NjU0MDI2OWFm&hl=en
mailto:kathy@leadershipwest.org
http://www.famousdaves.com/Peoria
http://www.voguebistro.com/
http://www.wvmonline.com/default.aspx
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ ¦ǇΚ 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

See Claude Mattox, Class 1 and Patrick McDermott, Class 10 in a 
ǾƛŘŜƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƴƎ ά[ŜƎŀŎȅέ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
{ŎǊŜŀƳƛƴΩ WŀǾŜƭƛƴŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ Ǌŀƛƭ ƛƴ tƘƻŜƴƛȄΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ 
ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢Ǌŀƛƴ ¢ǊŀŎƪǎΦέ /ƭƛŎƪ here to view. 

Todd Aakhus, PhD, Class 13, 
ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ άwŜƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƪέ ŀǘ wƛƻ 
Salado Community College on 
Wednesday, November 4.  
Complete information is  
available by clicking here. 

Leadership West is happy to provide this information sharing tool to our Alumni  who have paid annual dues. 

Darcie McCracken, Class 14, is walking to end  
domestic violence on November 8.  To help Darcie 
raise funds, click here. 

Two cool things about Patricia Krogh, MBA, CPSM , Class 16:  First, In September, 
Patricia became the president of the SMPS (Society of Marketing Professional 
Services) Arizona Chapter for 2009-10. The chapter represents a dynamic network 
of 7,000+ marketing and business development professionals from architectural, 
engineering, planning, interior design, construction, and specialty consulting firms 
located throughout the United States and Canada. Their mission is to advocate 
for, educate, and connect leaders in the building industry.  
 Second, Patricia is a budding playwright!  She has created a three minute 
ǎƘƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǎŎǊƛǇǘΣ ά¢ƘŜ CƻǊƎŜǘŦǳƭ wƛǾŜǊέ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǾƛŜ IŀǘŎƘ aŀƪƛƴϥ 
Movies Competition.  You can view the short and vote hereΦ  LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿŜƭƭ 
received by Movie Hatch.  They want to know what you think! 

http://www.thetraintracks.org/track.php?id=85
http://docs.google.com/Doc?docid=0Adu9XHxq3VqzZGNuNzQ3MjJfMjBjajNkdDVkdA&hl=en
http://www.active.com/donate/dvwalk09/DMcCrac3
http://www.active.com/donate/dvwalk09/DMcCrac3
http://www.smpsarizona.org
http://www.moviehatch.com/index.php?option=com_moviehatch&task=detail&movie=148


4 

!ƭǳƳƴƛ LƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ¢ŀƪŜ tŀǊǘ ƛƴ άCƻŎǳǎ ¢ƻǳǊǎέ 
 
Did you miss out on some of the field trips during your class experience?  
Iŀǎ [² ŀŘŘŜŘ ƴŜǿ ǘƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘΚ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
tours are open to alumni in limited numbers.  Contact Focus Tour Chair, 
Cindy Saverino, Class 13, to reserve your spot by clicking here. There is no 
fee.  
 
New Life Center ς Friday, November 13, 2009, 8:30 am ς 10:30 am 
Goodyear, AZ 
  
Wild Life World Zoo ς Friday, December 11, 2009, 9:00 am-12:00 pm 
16501 W. Northern Ave., Litchfield Park, Az  
  
Peoria Unified School District - Tuesday, January 12, 2010, 8:00 am-11:00 
a.m., 6330 W. Thunderbird Rd, Glendale, Az  
  
Lake Pleasant Regional Park ς Friday, January 22, 2010, 11:00 am ς 1:00 
pm.,  41835 N. Castle Hot Springs Rd., Morristown, Az  
  
Cancer Treatment Centers of AmericaςTuesday, March 23, 2010,  
10:30 am-12:30 pm,  14200 W Fillmore St., Goodyear, Az   

Calling all animal lovers!  Kelsea Vescova, Class 11,  is the Director of Marketing 
for the AZ Humane Society.  She invites you and your four-legged friends to the  
Pet-a-Palooza and Stadium Stroll on November 7, 2009.  The Stadium Stroll is at 
9AM.  The Pet-a-Palooza is from 10AM ς 5PM .  These events will be held at the 
Peoria Sports Complex to celebrate pets and will benefit the homeless pets at 
the Arizona Humane Society.  Pet-a-Palooza is fun-filled family (and pet) 
friendly event that celebrates the love we have for 
our pets.   
 The event will feature live music, dog agility 
demonstrations and a variety of other pet-friendly 
family activities. The Stadium Stroll is a 1.5-mile fund-
raiser pet walk around the Peoria Sports Complex. More information available here. 

More  

Alumni  

News 
 

{ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ  

with you?  

Please drop us a line 

and fill us in.   

Send your blurbs to 

Kathy@leadershipwe

st.org.  

²ŜΩǊŜ ŜŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ  

provide this service  

to our dues-paying 

alumni. 

Good Press 
Tech Sgt. Susan Stout, Class 15, was recently quoted in the AZ Republic in an  
ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ²²LL !ƛǊƳŜƴΩǎ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴ ŀǘ [ǳƪŜ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ōŀǎŜΦ  {ǳǎŀƴ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƭŜŀŘ 
tours on the base.  To read the article, click here. 
 
Ken Porter, Class 1, and Maxine Hill, Class 11, both served on the City of  
DƻƻŘȅŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǘƘƛŎǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ōȅ /ƛǘȅ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ 
WƻƘƴ CƛǎŎƘōŀŎƘΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƛƴ DƻƻŘȅŜŀǊΩǎ In Focus Newsletter here. 

mailto:livchristori@yahoo.com
http://www.azhumane.org/stadium-stroll/
mailto:kathy@leadershipwest.org
mailto:kathy@leadershipwest.org
http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/2009/10/24/20091024ww2luke1024.html
http://www.goodyearaz.gov/DocumentView.aspx?DID=5115
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Never underestimate how vital your individual engagement  
and support means to Leadership West.  The volunteer culture of 
our organization remains the cornerstone of our success and the 

envy of similar programs.  Leadership West relies on your  
participation and your financial support to cultivate leadership  

capital for the West Valley.  Leadership West Matters  
because the West Valley mattersτto ourselves,  
our companies, our neighbors and our children. 

 

Our Wonderful Supporters! 
This list is growing! 

 
Advisory Board  

The Leadership West Advisory 
Board is made up of exceptional 
individuals who share our  
commitment to outstanding 
leadership for the future of the 
West Valley.  These leaders have 
committed to a $2500  
contribution for two years:  

 
Lisa Atkins 

Shelley Bade 
Mayor Bob Barrett 
Stephen Cleveland 

Cameron Cooke 
Richard Duncan 
Chris Garman 

Mike Godbehere 
Thom Gyder 
Birt Kellam 
Tom Knecht 

Diane McCarthy 
Erik Miller 

David Veillette 
Candace Weist 

 
Issue Day Sponsor $1000: 

New Life Center 
 

VIP Member $1000 
Cathy Gorham 

 
Supporting Members $500 

Deborah Charlesworth 
Michelle Dionisio 

Karen Keith 
Laura Oxley 
Jessie Singer 

 
Leading Members $250 

Jennifer Farrell 
Seth Kanter 

Kathy Knecht 
Tom Payton 
Carol Poore 
Zac Storey 

On-line Directory up and 
available 
The password to the Members-only 
directory, featuring the most up-to-date, 
comprehensive contact information for the 
more-than 325 LW alumni and founders was 
e-mailed to dues-paying members in early 
October.  To access the directory, Click on 
the members-only tab at 
www.leadershipwest.org.  For your 
convenience,  alumni are listed by both 
ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
email, please contact Rebecca here.  
 

Members who have joined at the $250 level or above will soon be 
receiving their subscriptions to West Valley Magazine. 
 
Thank you!  to all the alumni who have paid dues.  Remember:  Your 
dues are a tax-ŘŜŘǳŎǘŀōƭŜ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ  ƛŦ ƛǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
happy to accommodate installments.  Visit www.leadershipwest.org 
ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ  5ƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜΚ  ¢ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
address.  Send current info to Rebecca@leadershipwest.org. 

Take the Leadership West Alumni Survey. 
Tell us what you think. 
 

Click 
here.   

 
Find the coffee cup hidden within the pages.  

You may win a prize! 

http://www.newlifectr.org
mailto:rebecca@leadershipwest.org
http://www.leadershipwest.org
mailto:Rebecca@leadershipwest.org.
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=vnQf09Tf8_2bQuUGyhAaPnwA_3d_3d
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=vnQf09Tf8_2bQuUGyhAaPnwA_3d_3d

