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Downtown Mixer December 2nd. 
 

Remember how you said you’d love to join LW for a 
post Issue Day mixer, but that you work in downtown 
Phoenix and you just can’t beat the traffic? 
 

Join Class 17 and Alumni at Oaxaca in Downtown 
Phoenix, at 5:00 p.m on December 2nd.  Drink and 
appetizer specials and drawings will be at hand. 
 
Catch up with alumni and fellow classmates and raise a 
toast to the holidays and the West Valley! 

Oaxaca 
restaurante y cantina 
1516 W Van Buren 
Phoenix, AZ  85007 
(602) 258-0804  

Best Wishes and 
Safe Travels this 
Holiday  
Weekend.  We 
have so much to 
be thankful for in 
the West Valley! 

The WV Reality Check, scheduled for  
November 30, is OVER CAPACITY! 
Thank you for your support. 

Welcome and thank you to our newest Community  
Partner, host of Government Day on December 2nd.   

http://www.wilhelmauto.com/
http://gconinc.com/home/default.asp
http://www.leadershipwest.org
http://www.aps.com/
https://www.srpnet.com/Default.aspx
http://www.azcentral.com/
http://lateral10.com/
https://www.gcu.edu/lp/ppc1009cypress/brand/?s_kwcid=TC|8793|grand%20canyon%20university||S||6256433240&gclid=CMqDtKPquaUCFRiAgwodlWquaA
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Extra Special thanks to the City of Peoria and 
the Southwest Valley Chamber of  
Commerce for their long tradition of hosting 
the Leadership West board meetings. 

 

Our Vision: Informed, engaged,  
and inspired leaders  

transforming the West Valley into highly 
livable, quality communities. 

Help Us Recruit the Very Best and Brightest 
As an alumnus or associate of Leadership West, you know first-hand the caliber of individuals 
and the qualities of leadership and community service that Leadership West looks for in  
potential recruits.  That’s why we consider you an excellent resource for identifying such  
individuals.  To suggest a potential candidate for Class 18, please share names and contact  
information with us.  We will  extend invitations to our informational recruitment  events in 
early 2011. Thanks for your help. 
To submit  a potential candidate’s name and information, click here. 

Books  
we love 
 
Share with us the 
books that have  
inspired or informed 
you as a leader. 
 
We will share your  
recommendations  
through the newsletter 
and on the website. 
 
Submit your  
suggestions by clicking 
here: 

Get your Company in 
front of the  

Community Leaders of  
Leadership West. 

 

Leadership West is a 501(c)3. 
 

Issue Day, Mixer,  
Scholarship and Special Event 

sponsorships are available.  
Make your tax-deductible  
donation or dues payment  
before the end of the year. 

 
Contact Kathy@leadershipwest.org 

http://spreadsheets.google.com/a/leadershipwest.org/viewform?formkey=dE5IWEFwUnduY1liMTBxdGdBWHZRWXc6MQ
http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dFVwQWdWNGFscGZiN0JMMjQzS0c3X1E6MQ
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Where will you be this 
NYE? LW Advisory 
Board Member, David  
Veillette, Kathy 
Knecht, and Class 17 
members Kiel Klaphake 
and Eddie Smith  
encourage you to  
attend the festivities at 
the Arizona Broadway 
Theater! If  you haven’t 
seen 42nd Street… 
WOW.  Charter party 
bus packages available. 

Shelley Bade, 
Class 9, and Jenny 
Grounds, Class 12, 
invite you to mix 
and mingle, help 
out the less  
fortunate, and see 
their gorgeous 
new Office Suites. 

Christine Clouse extends the invitation to this 
outstanding free event.  LW Alumnus, Rich 
Shelton is conducting. Click for larger view 

Michelle Dionisio, Class 3, and Kathy 
Knecht’s Girl Scout troop will be at this fun, 
family event.  Click image for larger view. More info available here. 

We are pleased to announce 
that our community partner, West 
Valley Magazine has launched 
digital editions available for  
viewing at  

www.westvalleymagazine.com.  Just scroll to the  
bottom of the page and click on the "WV MAGAZINE 
DIGITAL EDITIONS" tab and click on the cover you'd 
like to view.  These digital editions are also available to 
iPad users through Magazine Central on iTunes.   

http://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=explorer&chrome=true&srcid=0B9u9XHxq3VqzOGYxNjYxMWMtODVlMS00YTRlLWFmM2ItZTQwMGY1NTE0ZmJh&hl=en&authkey=CMzxnXg
http://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=explorer&chrome=true&srcid=0B9u9XHxq3VqzZGVjOTU4MjEtNGNlNy00N2U4LWFiNGYtNDE2YTBkNWJjZjkw&hl=en&authkey=CM_th60P
http://www.myofficeaz.com/
https://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B9u9XHxq3VqzN2Y5NTE1OTYtNWVkOS00MmI2LWE3ZDItYjc0ZGJhODIyODE0&hl=en&authkey=CPDCvL8P
http://www.azbroadwaytheatre.com/
http://www.wvmonline.com/
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Leadership West-ers Making Great Things Happen 

Connie Stepnitz, Class 14, is pleased to announce that she has been selected for the “Homeless 
Youth Connection” board.  This organization started out as a charitable drive with her Rotary Club, 
The White Tanks, 9 months ago.  They have grown into a full fledged non-profit with its own board 
of directors.  They are currently working with local school liaisons to identify homeless youth who 
need help.  

Congratulations to Maxine 
Hill, Class 11, who was  
recently elected to the Agua 
Fria Union High School  
Governing Board. 

Brian Nelson, Class 3, has been recognized for customer satisfaction  
excellence under the J.D. Power and Associates Distinguished Insurance 
Agency Program.SM  Nelson joins other American Family agents who have 
demonstrated the highest level of commitment to outstanding customer  
service. 
 
Brian has been an agent for American Family since January 1989.  

It is with mixed emotions that 
Diana Bohr, Class 8, announces 
that she will no longer be  
working for APS. She has taken a 
job with Freeport McMorRan, as 
the Community Development 
Manager - US Operations. She is 

looking forward to this new challenge in the next phase 
of her career.  

501 c3 

Jessie Singer, Class 15, has 
been selected to  
participate in the Diversity 
– Leader Search - Business 
on Board Class II.  

Susan Stout, Class 15, has  
relocated to Prescott and 
taken a position at the  VA 
there. 

Darcie McCracken, Class 14, invites you to join her this holiday as she participates in 
the LUKE AIR FORCE BASE ADOPT-A-FAMILY PROGRAM:  A Christmas tree will be 
placed in front of the BX entrance on 26 November with Angels attached.  Donating 
individuals can take an Angel and then purchase the wish items and attach the angel to 
the bag and place it in a donation box that will be near the Christmas tree.  You can 
adopt your own family, or help Darcie support hers.  Details can be found by clicking 
here.    

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y9FPfIZPC5-axpXCyJjX9hUxiZjKXKnRPm1wDqY32mY/edit?hl=en&authkey=CPHJn74N
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Thank you to our  
Wonderful  Supporters! 

Advisory Board  
Lisa Atkins 

Mayor Bob Barrett 
Stephen Cleveland 

Cameron Cooke 
Richard Duncan 
Chris Garman 

Mike Godbehere 
Thom Gyder 
Jerry Hoyler 
Birt Kellam 
Tom Knecht 

Diane McCarthy 
Erik Miller 

David Veillette 
Candace Wiest 

Superstar Corporate Sponsor 
Westgate City Center 
West Valley Magazine 

 

Issue Day Sponsor $1000: 
Paul Denial of New Life Center 
Cancer Treatment Centers of 

America 
Grand Canyon University 

VIP Member $1000 
Cathy Gorham 

 

Supporting Members $500 
Tamara Caraway 

Deborah Charlesworth 
Landis Elliott 

Melissa Holdaway 
Molly Stockley 

Leading Members $250 
Jennifer Campbell 

Jennifer Farrell 
David Fyke 

Clay Goodman 
Andrea Jasitis 
Kathy Knecht 

Darcie McCracken 
Jerry Mullen 
Brian Nelson 
Tom Payton 

Lloyce Robinson 
Jessie Singer 

Connie Stepnitz 
Zac Storey 

Michael White 
 

Friends Afar 
(living and working outside of the West 

Valley, but still contributing to LW) 

Heather Murphy 

Submit your news, alumni sightings, and recognitions to the LW 
Newsletter. Share and promote among the West Valley’s  

Leadership community.  Free to dues-paying alumni! Please send 
relevant links when submitting to Kathy@leadershipwest.org.  

Sightings! 
 

You know Leadership West is impactful when our 
alumni are so  thoroughly engaged in the  
community.   
 

Seen at PACE: Lisa Estrada, 
Mayor Lyn Truitt, Jeanne  
Blackman, Mario  
Saldamando, Sintra  
Hoffman, Kathy Knecht, Ken 
Lynch, John Wirtjes, John Buonogurio, and Mark Gaillard.  Mike Tellef, 
Class 6, gave a presentation on social media. 

 
 
Carol Poore, Patrick McDermott and Debbie 
Charlesworth attended a Rotary event on November 
13th. 
 
 
 

Seen at the Benevilla Harvest Moon 
Gala on October 9, 2010:  Randy  
Jackson, Jeanne Blackman, Jessie 
Singer, Michelle Dionisio, Mayor Lyn 
Truitt, Council Member Sharon Wolcott, Melissa Holdaway, Todd  
Aakhus, Larry Woods, David Mitchell and Jerry Mullen. 

 
 
 
Kathy Knecht; (Ellizabeth 
Howe); Dave McGrew; Todd 
Aahkus; Diane and Tom 
McCarthy and Landis Elliott 
attended WESTMARC’s  
Economic Development 
Symposium on  
November 18. 

http://www.westgatecitycenter.com/
http://www.wvmonline.com
http://www.newlifectr.org
http://www.cancercenter.com/western-hospital.cfm
http://www.cancercenter.com/western-hospital.cfm
https://www.gcu.edu/lp/ppc1007/brand/index.php?s_kwcid=TC|8793|grand%20canyon%20college||S||6138488000&gclid=CIPSpfifgKUCFQlubAodwn9oiQC:/Users/Kathy/Documents/attachments_2010_08_29.zip
http://www.peoriaaz.gov/content.aspx?id=37104

