
  

Please support those 
who support  

Leadership West 

Newsletter November 16, 2009 

Cultivating Leadership Capital for the West Valley 

 

Our Sustaining 
Partners 

Inside  

Environment Day 2 

Contest/Symposium/
Marathon 

3 

BOW Winners 4 

Alumni News 5 

Cocktails and Coffee 
 

6 

Thanks to you, the fourth annual Leadership West Golf for Good was a huge success!  Committee Chair Barbra 
Coffee did an outstanding job as did her volunteer team of alumni:  Anthony Sumner, Dina 
Mathias,  Jen Deiley, Jill Knaak, Melissa Holdaway, Darcie McCracken, Debi Willis, 
Bernadette Mills, Vicki Davis, Patricia Krogh, Rich Shelton, Michelle Dionisio, Zac Storey, 
Sintra Hoffman, Kathryn Prusinski, Karen Keith and Chris Garman. 116 golfers came out to 
enjoy a beautiful day and support  Leadership West.   To see the complete photo album, 
click here.   

Scott Shively, Class 16 
ά.ƭŀŎƪ-ŜȅŜŘ tŜŀΦέ 

Thank you, Dave and Chick-fil-A! 

Look who 

pitched in: 

Alumni Hole 

Sponsors! 
 

Class XIV 

Class XV 

Class XI 

Class XII 

Class X 

Class VIII  

Class VII 

Class XIII  

Class IX 

http://www.wilhelmauto.com/
http://www.lateral10.com/
http://gconinc.com/home/default.asp
http://picasaweb.google.com/leadershipwest/Golf09?feat=directlink
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Class 16 Ponders Sustainability at Environment  
Issue Day 
hƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ рǘƘΣ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ²ŜǎǘΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎ мс 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ LǎǎǳŜ 5ŀȅ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ aŀǊƭŜȅ 
Park, a DMB Community.   Waste Management and Marley Park sponsored the delicious 
ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƭŀƛŘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ .ƛǊǘΩǎ .ƛǎǘǊƻΦ  5ȅƴŀƳƛŎ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ  ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ¢ƻŘŘ 
Hornback of DMB Associates, Inc. and Grady Gammage, Jr. of  Gammage & Burnham P.L.C.  
Mark Patterson, LW Class 4, of Smith Group Architects came for an encore presentation of his 
City Planning Exercise.  Diane Arnst and Michele Robertson came from ADEQ to discuss Air and 
Water Quality.   
 
In the afternoon, the class heard from Douglas Patriquin of Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc.; 
Jeff Frost from a.k.a. green; and Charlie Propeck of Green Ideas Environmental Building  
Consultants.  Scott Chesney, Director of Economic Development from the City of El Mirage,  
ǎƘŀǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΤ ŀƴŘ bŀƴŎȅ ²ŜƭŎƘΣ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴ 
LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ 

Thank you to all the donors and sponsors, and kudos to Issue Day planners from Class 15:  
Kevin Turner, Tom Payton, Tamara Caraway, Ken Lynch and Jessie Singer. 
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A New Contest 
Be the first to email Kathy 
the name of the venue for 
the Leadership West 
Inaugural Golf for Good and 
win a $25 gift certificate to 
the Palm Valley Golf Club.   
 

Want a new 
nametag?   
(All the cool kids have 
them.)  Yours long 
gone?  Want an extra 
for your car?  Send 
your name as you 
want it to appear and your class number 
to Rebecca@leadershipwest.org.  We'll 
send you a bill for $10 and get a new 
nametag made in short order. 

 
 
 
 
²9{¢a!w/Σ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ²ŜǎǘΩǎ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΣ ƛǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ 
Foreign Trade Zone in the West Valley.  This economic development tool could help the West Valley 
find its way out of this difficult economic time.  Click here  for details on the upcoming West Valley 
Economic Development Symposium which will cover the benefits of the Foreign Trade Zone, the future 
of West Valley transportation an update on the WESTMARC Workforce Labor Market Study and much 
more.  This is not to be missed!  

Our Vision:   
Informed, engaged, and inspired leaders  

transforming the West Valley into highly livable, quality communities. 

If you haven't taken the LW 
Alumni Survey, please do.   

Click here.   

You said it, Sister! 

 

άLeadership West totally rocks.  
 I wish I wasn't so far away.  I have to say that 
Leadership West gave me a lot of the tools I 
use in my everyday life.  As I've said before, I 
could never have imagined that my skills would 
be a match for a government position had I not 
had the lessons I embraced in Leadership 
West's /ƭŀǎǎ ±Φέ 
 -Heather Murphy, Director of 
Communications and Public Affairs for Pinal 
County 

The Second Annual IMS Arizona Marathon will be held on February 

14, 2010.  The race offers something for everyone: 26.2 miles, 13.1 miles, 6 miles 
or 3.1 miles! 
 

Once again, Leadership West has endorsed the run-walk-jog event, and a portion 
of the proceeds will benefit our organization! 

 

The cost for relay teams of 2-4 people is currently $100! Rates increase 
November 30, 2009. REGISTER at thearizonamarathon.com . 

 

Contact Race Director, Debra Undhjem, LW Class 14 at 623.935.0322, if you have any questions. 

West Valley  
Economic Development  
Symposium 

mailto:kathy@leadershipwest.org
mailto:rebecca@leadershipwest.org
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B9u9XHxq3VqzZmZiZWE3ODgtZjUxZS00MTEyLWE3OTgtMzFiYTExN2M2MjBj&hl=en
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=vnQf09Tf8_2bQuUGyhAaPnwA_3d_3d
http://www.thearizonamarathon.com
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Here is a recap of Leadership West Alumni and Founders who 

ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǘ ²9{¢a!w/Ωǎ мтǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ .Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ 

Awards.    

¶ Landis Elliott, LW Class 10 and current board President, was 

named Emerging Leader of the Year 

¶ Communiversity at Surprise won in the category of Higher 

Education.  The award was accepted by Todd Aakhus, Class 

13 and Surprise Mayor, Lyn Truitt, Class 9 

¶ In the category of Leadership Organization, the award was 

given to the Teen Action Council at the SW Valley YMCA.  

The highlight of the Council is the Y2L program which is a LW 

Synthesis Day project developed by Class 12 members Robert Andrew, Kim Bendon, Alice Brawley

-Chesworth, Karen Keith, Richard Knopf and Jim Nichols. 

¶ In the Architectural Innovation category, Neil Terry, board member and member of LW Class 9 

accepted on behalf of his company, Orcutt Winslow Partnership 

¶ In the Arts and Culture category, Avondale Mayor and LW Class 1 member, Marie Lopez Rogers 

accepted the award 

¶ In the Non-profit Service to Communities Category, the award was given to New Life Center, a 

refuge for women and children fleeing domestic violence and the award was accepted by their 

Executive Director, LW Class 12 member, Paul Denial 

¶ In the Service to Communities - Municipal Category, Todd Aakhus, Class 13, Michelle Dionisio, 

Class 3 and Surprise Mayor, Lyn Truitt, Class 9 accepted for their partnership between Rio Salado 

College, Interfaith Community Care and the City of Surprise 

¶ West Valley National Bank received an honorable mention for building businesses.  LW Advisory 

Board Member, Candace Weist; Debbie Charlesworth, Class 10; and Spencer Anderson, Class 15, 

are part of that wonderful community-oriented organization 

 

After Landis accepted her award, she credited Leadership West for many of the opportunities that led 

to her to the recognition that she received.  She thanked her mentor, LW founder, Steve Cleveland, 

and then asked LW alumni in the audience to stand.  Numerous alumni, spread all around the room, 

representing all varieties of organizations, stood to be recognized. 

  

Afterward, WESTMARC CEO, Jack Lunsford, offered unrehearsed praise for LW and the community 

leaders who are its alumni serving in countless ways throughout the region. 

  

The night was a wonderful tribute to what we do and who we are.  Congratulations one and all, and 

thanks to every alumnus who does great things in our community. 

Leadership West is happy to provide this information sharing tool to our Alumni  who have paid annual dues. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ¦ǇΚ  Shining a Light on all You Do 

Debbie Charlesworth at left represented West 
Valley National Bank which generously hosted 
seats at the event for Karen Keith, Kathy Knecht, 
Kevin Elliott and big winner, Landis Elliott. 
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{ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΚ  Please drop us a line and fill us in.  Send your blurbs to 

Kathy@leadershipwest.org.  ²ŜΩǊŜ ŜŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŘǳŜǎ-paying alumni. 

The Peoria Educational Enrichment Foundation (PEEF), a non-profit 
auxiliary organization that assists students and teachers in the Peoria 
Unified School District is seeking new board members.  Community 
members and business leaders who would like to apply, please contact 
PEEF Coordinator and LW Class 11 member, Bonnie Apperson Jacobs at 
Bapperson@peoriaud.k12.az.us. 

Melissa Holdaway, LW Class 16, Chief Operations Officer of Arizona Charter 
Academy Superior School, got great news when ACA  was  selected as one of 
ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΩǎ .Ŝǎǘ tƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ ²ƻǊƪ ƛƴ нллф ōȅ tƘƻŜƴƛȄ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ WƻǳǊƴŀƭΦ  ά¢Ƙƛǎ 
was a big honor for us, as building a positive culture for our staff has been 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƎƻŀƭǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

{ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ CƻƻŘ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
the volunteer efforts of LW Alumni Phil Cea, Class 5; David 
Schwake, Class 9; and John Wirtjes, Class 14. Elizabeth 
Wilkenson, Grants Director for the Alliance is in Class 16. 

Next Saturday is their Super Saturday for turkey donations.  Click 
here for a list of locations at which you can drop off a frozen bird and 
help the hungry in our community.   

The Town of Buckeye has awarded Liberty Elementary School $1500 in funding 
for the LW Outdoor Classroom project by /ƭŀǎǎ мрΩǎ ά¢ƘŜ .ŀǎƛŎǎΥέ  Sophia 
Combs, Ken Lynch, Bernadette Mills, Othell Newbill and Tom Payton.   
Congratulations!   

Chuck Fitzgerald, LW Class 13, (upper right) and his wife, Susan,  
recently stopped by Oakwood Elementary School in Peoria to  
distribute free dictionaries to the third-graders there as part of their 
literacy outreach program with the Peoria Rotary Club. 

James Mason, Class 12, has taken a position as Deputy City Manager with the City of Mercer 
Island, WA (Population 23,000 & 180 full time employees). It is in the middle of Lake  
Washington,  midway between Seattle and Bellevue. He moved there with his family and 
started work within 5-weeks of accepting the offer in May of this year. 

mailto:kathy@leadershipwest.org
mailto:Bapperson@peoriaud.k12.az.us.
http://hunger101az.blogspot.com
http://hunger101az.blogspot.com
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Never underestimate how vital your individual engagement  
and support means to Leadership West.  The volunteer culture of 
our organization remains the cornerstone of our success and the 

envy of similar programs.  Leadership West relies on your  
participation and your financial support to cultivate leadership  

capital for the West Valley.  Leadership West Matters  
because the West Valley mattersτto ourselves,  
our companies, our neighbors and our children. 

Our Wonderful Supporters! 
This list is growing! 

 
Advisory Board  

The Leadership West Advisory 
Board is made up of exceptional 
individuals who share our  
commitment to outstanding 
leadership for the future of the 
West Valley.  These leaders have 
committed to a $2500  
contribution for two years:  

 
Lisa Atkins 

Shelley Bade 
Mayor Bob Barrett 
Stephen Cleveland 
Cameron Cooke 
Richard Duncan 
Chris Garman 

Mike Godbehere 
Thom Gyder 
Birt Kellam 
Tom Knecht 

Diane McCarthy 
Erik Miller 

David Veillette 
Candace Weist 

 
Issue Day Sponsor $1000: 

New Life Center 
 

VIP Member $1000 
Cathy Gorham 

 
Supporting Members $500 

Deborah Charlesworth 
Michelle Dionisio 

Karen Keith 
Laura Oxley 
Jessie Singer 

 
Leading Members $250 

Jennifer Farrell 
Seth Kanter 

Kathy Knecht 
Tom Payton 
Carol Poore 
Zac Storey 

A Fond Farewell to Barbra 
It is with sadness, but pride that we announce that Barbra 
Coffee, Class 11, is leaving the West Valley for her new job as 
Economic Development Director of College Park, Georgia, 
outside of Atlanta.  Barbra has been a steadfast supporter 
and tireless volunteer since going through Leadership West 
ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ  aƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 
Directors and chaired the fourth annual Golf for Good. 

 
.ŀǊōǊŀΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǿŜŜǘ 
demeanor will be much missed in 
our organization.  She says its 
hard to leave Arizona and that she 
loves it here, but that this career 
change will allow her to grow 
professionally. 
 
Join us as we wish her happiness 
and success always. 

Thank you, Advisors! 
Click here to see photos of the LW Advisory Board Cocktail 
Party.  The lovely evening was held at the home of Michelle 
Dionisio, Class 3, and beautifully catered by LaKreme.  Alumus 
Gabriel Bey, Class 11, was our featured musician.  The event 
was our way of thanking the 
generous supporters of LW that are 
the new LW Advisory Board. Along 
with several members of the board 
of directors, we were joined by  
directors Shelley Bade,  Stephen 
Cleveland, Rick Duncan, Thom 
Gyder, Birt Kellam, Tom Knecht, 
Diane McCarthy and their spouses. 

http://www.newlifectr.org
http://picasaweb.google.com/leadershipwest/20091112LWAdvisorsParty?feat=directlink

