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Congratulations are in Order! 
Another Great Showing of Leadership West Alumni at WESTMARC’s 
Best of the West Awards which were held in Glendale on October 
28th. 

The Chairman’s Award:  Phoenix City Councilman Claude Mattox, LW Class 1 
Emerging Leader under 40:  Molly Stockley, LW, Class 16, Cancer Treatment  
Centers of America   
Architectural Innovation:  West–MEC.  Congratulations to Diane McCarthy,  
Leadership West Co-founder. 
Higher Education:  Estrella Mountain Business Retention Internship Program.   
Congratulations Clay Goodman, Leadership West Class 2 and Landis Elliott, Class 10 
Service to Communities—Health and Wellness:  Leadership West Partner Cancer 
Treatment Centers of America, whose CEO, 
LW Advisory Board Member, David Veillette,  
received an honorable mention for Individual 
Leadership. 
 
A slide show and more detail can be found by 
clicking here. 

Spaces are filling up fast!  Don’t miss your opportunity 
to take part in shaping the future of the West Valley 
register online at www.leadershipwest.org. 

http://www.wilhelmauto.com/
http://gconinc.com/home/default.asp
http://www.leadershipwest.org
http://www.aps.com/
https://www.srpnet.com/Default.aspx
http://www.azcentral.com/
http://lateral10.com/
http://www.azcentral.com/photo/Community/Glendale/16728
http://www.leadershipwest.org.
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To help Leadership West   
Cultivate leadership capital for 
the  West Valley we love, make 

your tax-deductable dues  
payment at 

www.leadershipwest.org 

Help Us Recruit the Very Best 
and Brightest 
As an alumnus or associate of Leadership West, 
you know first-hand the caliber of individuals 
and the qualities of leadership and community 
service that Leadership West looks for in  
potential recruits.  That’s why we consider you 
an excellent resource for identifying such  
individuals.  To suggest a potential candidate for 
Class 18, please share names and contact  
information with us.  We will  extend invitations 
to our informational recruitment  events in early 
2011. 
Thanks for your help. 
To submit  a potential candidate’s name and 
information, click here. 

Paul Denial, LW Class 12 and Executive  
Director of New Life Center extends the  
Invitation above.  Click the  image for more 
information.  Hope to see you there!  

Books  
we love 
 
Share with us the 
books that have  
inspired or informed 
you as a leader. 
 
We will share your  
recommendations  
through the newsletter 
and on the website. 
 
Submit your  
suggestions by clicking 
here: 

Thank you Class 16  
Volunteers who planned and  

executed Business and Media Day for Class 
17: Patricia Krough, Cathy Vix, Jerry Hoyler 
and Molly Stockley.  Also, thanks to the 
Education Committee members who  
Attended:  Dawn Demers, Larry Woods, 
Jennifer Campbell, David Fyke and  
Chairwoman, Jessie Singer.  We sincerely 
appreciate the support of Cancer  
Treatment Centers of America who hosted 
both breakfast and lunch. 

http://www.leadershipwest.org
http://www.newlifectr.org/events.html
http://spreadsheets.google.com/a/leadershipwest.org/viewform?formkey=dE5IWEFwUnduY1liMTBxdGdBWHZRWXc6MQ
http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dFVwQWdWNGFscGZiN0JMMjQzS0c3X1E6MQ
http://www.cancercenter.com/western-hospital.cfmC:/Users/Kathy/Documents/attachments_2010_08_29.zip
http://www.cancercenter.com/western-hospital.cfmC:/Users/Kathy/Documents/attachments_2010_08_29.zip
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Submit your news, alumni sightings, and recognitions to the LW  
Newsletter. Share and promote among the West Valley’s Leadership  

community.  Free to dues-paying alumni! Please send relevant links when 
submitting to Kathy@leadershipwest.org  

You can help the kids in Tolleson! 
 
LW Alumni and City of Tolleson representatives Mayor Adolfo 
Gamez, Class 1; City Manager, Reyes Medrano, Class 4; Jason 
Earp, and Chris Hagen, Class 6  encourage you to help their city 
win a $250,000 competitive grant from Pepsi.  Should they win, 
they’ll receive the funds needed to refurbish a badly-needed 
baseball field for the youth in the community.   

To help, go to www.refresheverything.com to register your email and create a password.  You 
will find information in the $250,000 category under “City of Tolleson.” Vote as often as you 
can throughout November.  Tolleson has only one baseball field for Little League and they  
desperately need the grant to offer more opportunities to the children in the community.  Tell 
your friends! 

Huge thanks to everyone who helped put on a phenomenal 
golf tournament!  Committee Members: Chair:-  Jen Farrell, Debi Willis, Darcie 

McCracken, Jennifer Campbell, Karen Keith, Landis Elliott, Jen Martyn, Sintra Hoffman, and Vicki 
Davis.  Day-of Volunteers:  Tamara Caraway, Jim Rumpeltes, Derek Skains, London Lacy, Connie 
Stover ,Connie Stepnitz and a great team from SRP.  Additional Supporters:  Josh Landers, Steve 
Willis, Mike Elmore and Jim Campell.  Official Golf Committee Mascot:  Madilyn Landers. 

The 2010 Golf for Good Committee 

http://www.refresheverything.com


4 

Avondale Mayor Marie Lopez Rogers, Class 1 and West-
MECS’s Diane McCarthy, a co-founder of Leadership 
West were honored at Children’s Action Alliance 
Awards Event.  The two were honored at the Children’s 
Action Alliance (CAA) “Through the Eyes of a Child” 12 
Annual Awards Luncheon in downtown Phoenix on Oct. 
15 . 
  
It was befitting that two exceptional women leaders – 

both from the West Valley and both proud graduates of Leadership West  -- were recognized that the 
annual CAA annual awards ceremony, attended by more than 400 people. 
  
Avondale Mayor Marie Lopez Rogers received the 2010 Jacque Steiner Public Leadership Award from 
the Children’s Action Alliance for her decades of public service to families and children of Arizona. 
Meanwhile, Diane McCarthy, Director of Business Partnerships and Legislative Affairs for Western 
Maricopa Education Center (West-MEC)  received the 2010 Horace Steel Child Advocacy Award for 
her outstanding work for Arizona youth and education throughout her career, among them as  
executive director of WESTMARC. 
  
Children Action Alliance serves as an independent voice for Arizona children at the state capitol and 
the community. CAA works to improve children’s health, education and security through information 
and action. For more information, visit www.azchildren.org 

Leadership West-ers Making Great Things Happen 

Kelsea Vescova, Class 11, Director of Marketing and 
Development for the Arizona Humane Society (seated 
in the middle of this photo), was a featured panelist at  
the Lodestar Center’s 18th Annual Conference on  
Sustainability Strategies on October 15th.  The panel 
focused on social enterprise and innovation.  Kelsea 
was highlighting the Humane Society’s recent venture 
into retail at “Petique” at Biltmore Fashion Park. 

Mayor Marie Lopez-Rogers 

with Catherine Anaya 

Diane McCarthy 

 
 
 
Congratulations to 
Gabriel Bey, Class 
11, who married 
Azetta Harper on 
Saturday, October 
16. 

A LW Sighting! 
You know Leadership West is impactful when our 
alumni are so  thoroughly engaged in the  
community.  Take, for example, the Advisory  
Committee for the Communiversity@Surprise.  At last 
month’s meeting, no fewer than eight of the  
attendees were LW Alumni!  Todd Aakhus, PhD the 
host; and Miriam Gutier-Brown, also of the  
Communiversity;  Mayor Lyn Truitt of Surprise; Kathy 
Knecht; Jeanne Blackman; Michelle Dionisio; and Class 
17’s David Mitchell and Dr. Gail Pletnick. 

http://www.azchildren.org/
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Thank you to our  
Wonderful  Supporters! 

Advisory Board  
Lisa Atkins 

Mayor Bob Barrett 
Stephen Cleveland 

Cameron Cooke 
Richard Duncan 
Chris Garman 

Mike Godbehere 
Thom Gyder 
Birt Kellam 
Tom Knecht 

Diane McCarthy 
Erik Miller 

David Veillette 
Candace Wiest 

Superstar Corporate Sponsor 
Westgate City Center 
West Valley Magazine 

 

Issue Day Sponsor $1000: 
Paul Denial of New Life Center 
Cancer Treatment Centers of 

America 
Grand Canyon University 

VIP Member $1000 
Cathy Gorham 

 

Supporting Members $500 
Tamara Caraway 

Deborah Charlesworth 
Landis Elliott 

Melissa Holdaway 
Molly Stockley 

Leading Members $250 
Jennifer Campbell 

Jennifer Farrell 
David Fyke 

Clay Goodman 
Andrea Jasitis 
Kathy Knecht 

Darcie McCracken 
Jerry Mullen 
Brian Nelson 
Tom Payton 

Lloyce Robinson 
Jessie Singer 

Connie Stepnitz 
Zac Storey 

Michael White 
 

Friends Afar 
(living and working outside of the West 

Valley, but still contributing to LW) 

Heather Murphy 
Jerene  Watson 

West Valley Leaders will be Interested….. 
Click the images below for information. 

On behalf of our Community Partner, the City of Peoria, we   
encourage you to attend the PACE Conference on Authentic, Public 
Participation.  Click the logo above for more information and  
registration. 

West Valley Healthcare Discussion and Lunch  
Date: Tuesday, November 16, 2010  
Location: Communiversity @ Surprise  
Time: 11:30 am-1:00 pm 
Cheryl Matheis, Senior Vice President and AARP’s expert on the 
new healthcare law will be speaking at a luncheon designed for the 
employment community on issues that affect them as a result of 
the new healthcare law. Much confusion and misinformation has 
been circulating, and Ms. Matheis will not only be presenting, but 
will also take questions from attendees on issues that businesses 
both large and small will face. 
This community event will provide an opportunity to review the 
new healthcare law from an educational context. Together,  
leaders representing government, business and industry,  
community initiatives and non-profit can constructively determine 
how the new healthcare law will impact local business  
communities. The aim of the event is to support a collaborative 
discussion forum to benefit communities. 
Lunch will be provided and opportunities to interact with others 
who are asking similar questions will be afforded. This will be a 
combined effort of AARP, the Communiversity @ Surprise, the City 
of Surprise, the Surprise Regional Chamber of Commerce, and 
Leadership West. 
The Communiversity @ Surprise is located at 15950 N. Civic  
Center, Surprise Arizona, 85374. 
Please RSVP to Karen.Calivas@riosalado.edu or call 480-384-9006. 

http://www.westgatecitycenter.com/
http://www.wvmonline.com
http://www.newlifectr.org
http://www.cancercenter.com/western-hospital.cfm
http://www.cancercenter.com/western-hospital.cfm
https://www.gcu.edu/lp/ppc1007/brand/index.php?s_kwcid=TC|8793|grand%20canyon%20college||S||6138488000&gclid=CIPSpfifgKUCFQlubAodwn9oiQC:/Users/Kathy/Documents/attachments_2010_08_29.zip
http://www.peoriaaz.gov/content.aspx?id=37104
mailto:karen.calivas@riosalado.edu

