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EXTRA!  

Congratulations to Class XVI on their Graduation, June 10, 2010! 
From left to right:  Lloyd Robinson, Melissa Holdaway (hiding), Patricia Krogh,  

Skip Peeples, John Vescova, Sharon Wolcott, Elizabeth Wilkinson, Molly Stockly,  
David Fyke, Frank Saverino, Cathy Vix, Jerry Mullen, Dawn Demers, Ed Gerak,  

Karen Hong, Jill Knaak, Janene Van Leeuwen and Jerry Hoyler. 

Paul Denial, 
Class 12, was 

named 2010 
Alumnus of the 
Year for 
outstanding service 
to the West Valley 
and Continued 
Commitment to 
Leadership West! 

Thank you to DMB  
for graciously  
hosting our  

Class XVI Graduation at 
beautiful Marley Park! 

http://www.leadershipwest.org
http://www.dmbinc.com/the-dmb-story
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Cultivating Leadership Capital for the West Valley 

Our Sustaining Partners Inside  

¶ New Leadership West 
Board for 2010/2011 

¶ .Ŝ ŀ ά/ƻŀŎƘέ ŦƻǊ /ƭŀǎǎ мт 
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¶ Yamamori, Miller, Bey, 
Glenn, McGrew, Simeri 
and Tellef 
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¶ Murphy, Corsette, Lacy 
and McCarthy 
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¶ Sumner, Rowan, Maher 
and Mickson 
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Our Vision: Informed, engaged, and inspired leaders transforming  
the West Valley into highly livable, quality communities. 

www.leadershipwest.org 

Please support those who support Leadership West 

Class 16 Project Groups Wow 
the West Valley 
Members of Leadership West Class 16, 
presented their group projects to community 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ά{ȅƴǘƘŜǎƛǎ 5ŀȅΣέ 
on June 10th, at Avondale City Hall. 
The Trophy goes to:   
Learn, Don't Burn: This widely publicized 

project created awareness of skin cancer and promoted prevention at 

Spring Training facilities and other West Valley Venues.  As the winning 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ Ϸмллл ŦǊƻƳ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ²Ŝǎǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ƛǘΩǎ 

positive impact on the West Valley. 

 The other fantastic projects included 

ά²Ƙƻ /ŀǊŜǎΚέ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ¢ƻŘŀȅ IŜƭǇƛƴƎ 

Leaders of Tomorrow, which held a meet  
(Continued on page 5) 

Thank you to our  

Synthesis Day Host: 

ñLearn Donôt Burnò  Read 

more about their winning 

project here. 

ñWho Cares? 

Mark Brown (r), Class 9, 

assisted the SW Family 

Advocacy Project Group  

http://www.ci.avondale.az.us/
http://www.wilhelmauto.com/
http://www.lateral10.com/
http://gconinc.com/home/default.asp
http://www.leadershipwest.org
http://www.aps.com/
http://www.srpnet.com/
http://yourwestvalley.com/topstory/article_41473518-74b1-11df-90e5-001cc4c03286.html?mode=image
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LEADERSHIP WEST ELECTS NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

At the Leadership West Annual Meeting on June 10th, the membership elected new executives 
and members to the board. 
 
The Leadership West Board of Directors is a dedicated, hard-working group of volunteers, who 
donate their time, energy and resources to keep Leadership West strong and the West Valley 
thriving. They are the foundation of the volunteer-led, non-profit organization that is responsible 
for cultivating leadership in more than 350 alumni leaders over the past 16 years. 
 
The New 2010/2011 Executive Committee is   
  President  Landis Elliott, Class 10 ς West Valley Magazine 
  Vice President  Anthony Sumner, Class 14 ς Sandbox Development Consultants  
  Treasurer  Debbie Charlesworth, Class 10 ς Meridian Bank  
  Secretary  Jen Martyn, Class 13 - SRP 
  Member-at-Large  Karen Keith, Class 12 ς La Kreme Kustom Events 
    
Newly elected members include Jennifer Campbell, Class 15 ς Parks and Recreation Superintendent for the City of 
Goodyear; Tamara Caraway, Class 15 ςAdolfson & Peterson Construction; Tom Payton, Class 15τArchitect; Jim 
Rumpeltes, Class 13 ς retired City Manager of Surprise; Jessie Singer, Class 15 ς Marley Park, a DMB Community; and 
Connie Stepnitz, Class 14 ς Assistant to the Deputy City Manager of Goodyear.  
 
They join board members Jennifer Farrell, Class 14 ς Black, Gould and Associates; Venita James, Class 10 ς the 
Arizona Republic and AZCentral.com; Darcie McCracken, Class 14 ς Deputy City Clerk for the City of Glendale; Laura 
Oxley, Class 12 ς P.I.O. for the AZ Department of Health Services; tŀǘǊƛŎƪ hΩDǊŀŘȅΣ /ƭŀǎǎ мп ς The Business Journal; 
and Zac Storey, Class 9 ς Digital Business Systems.  
  
Leaving the Leadership West board after serving laudably are Chuck Fitzgerald, Class 13 ς AZ Department of 
Economic Security; Cathy Gorham, Class 7 - Deputy City Manager for Glendale, Michelle Dionisio, Class 3 ς Executive 
Director of Benevilla; Seth Kanter, Class 3 ς APS; Leslie Rowans, Class 12 ς United Health Group; Rich Shelton, Class 5 
ς RE/MAX Desert Showcase Realty and Neil Terry, Class 9 ς Orcutt Winslow Partnership. 

Thank you  
to the Committee Chairs and Members 

that made Class 16 Happen 
Education Chair - Darcie McCracken 

Retreat Chair - Jennifer Farrell 
Mentoring (Coaching) Chair - Connie Stepnitz 

And a special thanks to Cindy Saverino, Class 13, 
who will be leaving her post as Focus Tours Chair.  

Cindy coordinated a dozen phenomenal trips  
to the highlights of the West Valley for Class 16.  

Class 16 Education Committee 
Darcie McCracken, Vicki Davis,  
Shawn Lawson, Jessie Singer,  

Jen Campbell and Larry Woods 

ALUMNI:   
Please Volunteer 
to be a Coach for 
Class 17 (formerly 

άaŜƴǘƻǊέύIŜƭǇ bŜǿ /ƭŀǎǎ 
Members build relationships,  
provide guidance and  
develop stronger leaders 
with informal  
meetings and phone calls.  
Click here to enlist as a po-
tential coach. 

http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dHVzMGJyWmpzT2dPUVo2SjR1M0NyUVE6MQ
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Leadership West-ers Making Great Things Happen 

 Check out Gabriel Bey, Class 11, aka Spooky Cool.  Gabe is extremely active in 
the Arizona arts community and has a page at azculture.com, a site devoted to 
building community and collaboration between like minded people dedicated to 
Arizona's music, art, food and cultural exchange. See his page and keep tabs on 
upcoming events at AZCulture.com here.  

Congratulations to Lisa Glenn, Class 4, who recently achieved certification of 
Certified Administrative Professional (CAP®). Lisa, Executive Assistant to the 
President/CEO of ASU Foundation, successfully attained CAP rating in June 
2010. She has 17 years of professional administrative experience as well as 
10 years of knowledge with office management and event coordination.  

In a much publicized move, LW Alumnus, Steve Yamamori, Class 10, is 
leaving his position as Executive Director of Fighter Country Partnership 
and taking a new position with APS.  For the complete story on 
azcentral.com, Click here. 

Erik Miller, Advisory Board Member and Class  15, proudly announces his new role as Dealer 
Principal at Integrity Car and Truck Sales on 16th Avenue and Bell.  He still serves as Vice 
President of άCƻǊ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ! ±ƻƛŎŜΣέ a non-profit that works to improve the quality of 
life for children and animals who suffer from grim circumstances beyond their control. 

Thank you to Pier Simieri, Class 9 and Mike Tellef, Class 6 for serving 
Leadership West as integral parts of our Communications Team! 

Submit your news, your alumni sightings, and your recognitions to the LW Newsletter.   
dsl}pęlyoę{}zxz pęlxzyrę spęhp~ ęglwwp¤Ö~ę{}pxtp}ęwplop}~st{ęnzxxõyt ¤»ęę 

Free to dues -paying alumni!  (Please send associated links.)  Kathy@leadershipwest.org  

 The first-ever Surprise Neighborhood Award Program (SNAP) 
winners were recognized at a June city council meeting for 
neighborhoods and residents that have made contributions 
toward the future sustainability of Surprise's neighborhoods.   
 Dave McGrew, LW Class 12,operator of the Surprise  
Marketplace Chick-Fil-!Σ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ άhǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
Neighborhood Partner for his efforts donating food to various 
neighborhood organizations, clean-up events and block parties 
for six years. He has organized block parties, assisted the 
Surprise Sundancers, and supported the Chamber of Commerce. 

Here Dave is presented a plaque 

by Surprise Mayor and LW 

Alumnus, Class  9, Lyn Truitt. 

http://www.azculture.com/profile/SpookyCool
http://www.azcentral.com/community/glendale/articles/2010/06/29/20100629glendale-fighter-country-partnership-director-steve-yamamori.html
http://www.integritysuperstore.com
http://www.ftwav.org/home/
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LW Advisory Board  
Member, David Veillette and 
Kathy Knecht, Class 4, serve 
on the AZ Broadway Theater 
Board of Directors.  They  

invite you to take advantage of two tickets to 
Footloose for $65.  Tell the box office you read 
about the promotion in the LW Newsletter.  Click 
here or call 623-776-8400. Show ends July 25th. 

ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜǘ ǘƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΤ SW Family 

Advocacy Center Project which held an awareness and fund-raising event which raised $2000.  

(See media coverage here.); ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άSolar Summitέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ōƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǎƻƭŀǊ 

for West Valley  municipalities.  Each of these projects was awarded $500 to present to a 

project-associated non-profit. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Synthesis Day judges, Todd Hornback, 

Karny Stefan and Dr. Gail Pletnick 

MORE! LW-ers Making Great Things Happen 

 Heather Murphy, Class 5, gives many volunteer hours and 
donates her photography skills to Arizona Golden Retriever 
Connection.  They brought her the sweetest, most perfect 
dog ever, Snowbelle.  She encourages you to learn more 
about her passion for this organization and its urgent need 
ŦƻǊ ά.ƻǿƭ-A-wŀƳŀέ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΦ   {ŜŜ ǘƘŜ !Dw/ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ here.  

LW Staff Kathy Knecht and Rebecca Earp 

and Synthesis Day Volunteers, Olivia 

Knecht and Victoria Gore. 

After more than twelve years as the spokesperson for the City of Peoria, 
/ƭŀǎǎ сΩǎ YŜƭƭȅ /ƻǊǎŜǘǘŜ has moved East.  He now heads up the Public Affairs 
Office for the City of Scottsdale.  Congratulations, Kelly.  Stay in touch! 

See What London 
Lacy, Class 10 and 
LW Co-Founder, 
Diane McCarthy had 
to say in the 
ά{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ {ƻǳƴŘƻŦŦέ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ мн ǿƘŜƴ 
asked what qualities they would like to 
see in emerging leaders of the West  
Valley.  The azcentral.com link is here. 

C:/Users/Kathy/Documents/AZ Broadway Theater
http://www.azcentral.com/community/surprise/articles/2010/05/25/20100525southwest-family-advocacy-center-fundraiser.html
http://www.azgrc.org/
http://www.azcentral.com/members/Blog/WestValleyVoices/86741
http://www.peoriakia.com/
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Thank you to all our  
supporters for 2009/2010!   

 
Welcome to 2010/2011!   
Your opportunity to help  

cultivate leadership capital for 
the future of our region is  

coming soon. 
 

Our Wonderful  
09/10 Supporters! 

 

Advisory Board  
 

Lisa Atkins 
Shelley Bade 

Mayor Bob Barrett 
Stephen Cleveland 

Cameron Cooke 
Richard Duncan 
Chris Garman 

Mike Godbehere 
Thom Gyder 
Birt Kellam 
Tom Knecht 

Diane McCarthy 
Erik Miller 

David Veillette 
Candace Wiest 

 

Superstar Corporate Sponsor 
Westgate City Center 

 

Issue Day Sponsor $1000: 
New Life Center 

WP Carey School of Business 
 

VIP Member $1000 
Cathy Gorham 

 

Supporting Members $500 
Tamara Caraway 

Deborah Charlesworth 
Michelle Dionisio 

Karen Keith 
Laura Oxley 
Jessie Singer 

 

Leading Members $250 
Barry Chasse 

Jennifer Farrell 
Seth Kanter 

Kathy Knecht 
Tom Payton 
Carol Poore 
Zac Storey 

Leadership West is happy to provide this service to dues-paying alumni, 
Advisors and other supporters. 

John Rowan, Class 15, just released a children's 
book called Jake the Bombed Out Bomb Dog. It's 
about John's experiences as an NYPD Detective 
during 9/11 and his adventures with his dog, 
Jake. 
 

Right now John is the Assistant to the Police 
Chief in Goodyear. 
 

For more info on the book, click here. 

The Rev. John F. Maher, Jr. of the Prince of Peace Episcopal Church 
in Peoria, Class 13, announces that he has begun serving as Vice 
President of the Board of Valley View Community Food Bank.  He 
met the director of the organization when both gentlemen recently 
ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀǘ /ƭŀǎǎ мсΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ IǳƳŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 5ŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ how 
Leadership West works! 

A note from Matt Mickson, Class 14: 
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
  I am writing to inform everyone that I will 
soon be leaving Arizona to pursue my MBA at 
Columbia Business School in New York City. It has 
been a great experience over the past four years 
and I appreciate all of the people I have met along 
the way. I will be available at my same cell phone 
number, (602) 509-7773, and my new email 
address is mattmicksin@gmail.com.   
 If you need to get in touch with someone regarding Lateral 10 
[[/Σ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊƳΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ (Leadership West Sustaining 
Partner and Class 7) Cameron Cooke, at (602) 200-8250 or 
Cameron@lateral10.com.  
Best Wishes, Matt! Thanks for serving on the 2010 Summit Committee! 

New, LW Board Vice President, 
and Class 14 alumnus, Anthony 
Sumner, is proud to announce the 
5th anniversary of his company, 
Sandbox Development Consultants. 
Read more about their 
accomplishments here. 

http://www.westgatecitycenter.com/
http://www.newlifectr.org
http://wpcarey.asu.edu/marcomm/westcampus.cfm
http://jakethebombedoutbombdog.com/index.html
http://sandboxdevelopment.com/news.html

