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Leadership West is gearing up 
for a whirlwind of a 2011!  
Mark your calendars now!  
Watch your email for details. 
 Arizona Town Hall Luncheon in collaboration 
with Leadership West and Rio Salado—Arizona's 
Government: The Next 100 Years— Wednesday, 
February 23, 2011. 12:00 pm until 1:30 pm.  

 Recruiment Mixer for candidates and alumni who want to share. Thursday, February 
24th, 5:00—7:00pm, TAPS Signature Cuisine and Bar (RSVP at www.leadershipwest.org.) 

 Nuts ’n Bolts Breakfast for candidates serious about applying for Class 18— Tuesday, 
March 22nd, 7:30—9:30 am, City of Peoria Development and Community Services     
Building (Have your best recommendations RSVP at www.leadershipwest.org.) 

 5th Annual Summit—Regional Cooperation and the Future of the West Valley,         
Sponsored by SRP—Thursday, April 28, Arizona Broadway Theater.  Contact Kathy for 
Sponsorship Opportunities. 

http://www.wilhelmauto.com/
http://gconinc.com/home/default.asp
http://www.leadershipwest.org
http://www.aps.com/
https://www.srpnet.com/Default.aspx
http://www.azcentral.com/
http://lateral10.com/
mailto:kathy@leadershipwest.org
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Our Vision: Informed, engaged,  
and inspired leaders  

transforming the West Valley into highly 
livable, quality communities. 

Get your Company in front 
of the Community Leaders 

of Leadership West. 
 

Leadership West is a 501(c)3. 
 

Issue Day, Mixer,  
Scholarship and Special Event  

sponsorships are available.   
 

Contact Kathy@leadershipwest.org 

To see a slide 
show of the  
Arizona Town 
Hall on  
Arizona’s  
Economy held 
on September 
14, 2010, Click 
here. 

State Level Board and Commission Service 
Opportunities for West Valley Leaders 
There are a number of Boards & Commissions spots open at the state level; many of 
which align perfectly with Leadership West’s sustainability concerns in the West 
Valley.  It would be wonderful to see West Valley leaders fill spots on boards or 
commissions that are important to many of the growth, business and community 

issues we face.  To learn more, visit http://azgovernor.gov./bc  (Thank you to Chuck Fitzgerald for 
sharing this information.) 
 
On a related note, for an article from Blue Avocado on How to Choose a Board that is the Right Fit for 
You, click here.  

SRP Provides Solar Systems 
This year, nonprofit organizations in SRP’s electric  
service area are eligible to receive one of three 10kW 
rooftop solar systems, each with an approximate value of 
$100,000. Until 5 p.m. on Jan. 31, nonprofit agencies can submit a completed application to be  
considered for eligibility. Click here for a program application and more details. (This item submitted by 
Jen Martyn. Thanks, Jen!) 

Final Report 
Click the image at left for the final report on the West Valley Reality Check 
held on November 30, 2010.  Included are photos of each of the eight tables 
and their visions of the future of the West Valley, and a summary of the 
trends and highlights that surfaced through the analysis of the tables.  Also 
included is a special note from Leadership West describing ways in which this 
information will be utilized, not the least of which is as the starting point for 
the LW Annual Summit on April 28, 2011. 

mailto:kathy@leadershipwest.org
http://picasaweb.google.com/leadershipwest/ArizonaTownHallSept142010?authkey=Gv1sRgCMaOs7mLsue7yQE&feat=directlink
http://azgovernor.gov/bc
http://www.blueavocado.org/node/604
http://www.srpnet.com/solarnonprofit
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=explorer&chrome=true&srcid=0B9u9XHxq3VqzNjNiZjY2ZGYtYTc0Mi00N2U4LTg0NWEtNDhlNDQxYzNjZThk&hl=en&authkey=CL3e1cQL
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Leadership West-ers Making Great Things Happen 

LW Board member and Class 15 Alumnus, Tom Payton is a graduate of the Frank Lloyd 
Wright School of Architecture at Taliesin West.  His outdoor structure, “Glass House” built 
in the desert surrounding the campus was highlighted in an article published in the  
Arizona Republic.  To see the article and the photos, click here.   

Mary Jo May, Class 6, has retired from her position as Chief of  
Community Relations and Public Affairs for the 56th Fighter Wing at Luke 
Air Force Base.  She has given more than 35 years of incredible service to 
the nation.  A retirement ceremony and reception at Club56 is scheduled on 
January 5th, 2011.  Contact Barbara Plante if you would like to attend. 
 
Mary Jo has been a steadfast supporter of Leadership West and an  
unbeatable liaison between the base and our organization.  She has  
facilitated tours of the base and the Goldwater Gunnery Range every year 
since the beginning of Leadership West.  She will be missed.  Of course we 
intend to see much of her in her role of LW Alumnus! 

Melissa Holdaway, Class 16 and Othell Newbill, Class 15, who 
met through Leadership West, recently collaborated for a 
common passion: kids.  Arizona Charter Academy in  
Surprise, which is owned and operated by Melissa, recently 
launched its “Pizza with Professionals” program.   
Students can sign up for the program, and head to the gym 
lobby during lunch to enjoy a slice of pizza and hear first-hand 
information from a professional who works in a featured 
career.  Othell, the Emergency Management Coordinator for 
the City of Goodyear, was the first speaker.  About 25 students came and enjoyed lunch with Othell, and heard 
stories about his job.  They were challenged to have a plan to attend college.  Melissa plans to continue the 
program in 2011. 

Avondale Mayor Marie Lopez Rogers (LW Class 1) has been elected as Second 
Vice President of the National League of Cities.  The election took place on Dec. 
4 at the organization’s Annual Business Meeting during the Congress of Cities 
& Exposition held in Denver, Colo.  Rogers will work with the organization’s 
President and First Vice President in shaping NLC’s priorities and directing the 
organization’s advocacy, research and membership activities for the coming 
year.  Congratulations! 

Dustin Jones and Kathy Knecht join 

Mary Jo on the Goldwater Gunnery 

Range in March 2010. 

Othell Newbill answers questions from students at  

Arizona Charter Academy. 

The Leadership West Annual Report for Fiscal Year  
2009/2010 is available here.  Thank you to Karen Keith  
for her service as designer of the document! 

http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/2010/12/17/20101217scottsdale-frank-lloyd-wright-school-desert-shelter-tour.html
mailto:barbara.plante@luke.af.mil
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=explorer&chrome=true&srcid=0B9u9XHxq3VqzZGFjZGU2M2YtNTFlYi00ODdmLTg5MTYtZWEwMDExZTdhNzBj&hl=en&authkey=CJXfpJoK
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Thank you to our  
Wonderful  Supporters! 

Advisory Board  
Lisa Atkins 

Mayor Bob Barrett 
Stephen Cleveland 

Cameron Cooke 
Richard Duncan 
Chris Garman 

Mike Godbehere 
Thom Gyder 
Jerry Hoyler 
Birt Kellam 
Tom Knecht 

Diane McCarthy 
Erik Miller 

David Veillette 
Candace Wiest 

Superstar Corporate Sponsor 
Westgate City Center 
West Valley Magazine 

Issue Day Sponsor $1000: 
Paul Denial of New Life Center 
Cancer Treatment Centers of 

America 
Grand Canyon University 

VIP Member $1000 
Cathy Gorham 

Supporting Members $500 
Tamara Caraway 

Deborah Charlesworth 
Carole DeCosmo 

Landis Elliott 
Melissa Holdaway 

Molly Stockley 
Leading Members $250 

Jennifer Campbell 
Barry Chasse 

Jennifer Farrell 
David Fyke 

Clay Goodman 
Andrea Jasitis 
Kathy Knecht 

Darcie McCracken 
David McGrew 

Jerry Mullen 
Brian Nelson 
Tom Payton 

Lloyce Robinson 
Jessie Singer 

Connie Stepnitz 
Zac Storey 

Michael White 
Friends Afar 

(living and working outside of the West 
Valley, but still contributing to LW) 

Bob Kopp 
Heather Murphy 
Jerene  Watson  

73 $100 Members 

Submit your news, 
alumni sightings, and 
recognitions to the 

LW Newsletter. Share 
and promote among 

the West  
Valley’s  

Leadership community.  
Free to dues-paying 
alumni! Please send 
relevant links when 

submitting to 
Kathy@leadershipwest

.org.  

Sightings!   
 
 

You know Leadership West is impactful when our alumni are so   
thoroughly engaged in the community.   

 
Seen at the Jobing.com arena with “the Great 
One,” Wayne Gretzky:  Melissa  
Holdaway and David McGrew. 
 
 

Seen at the AARP Health Care Discussion:  
Lyn Truitt, Brian Nelson, Bob Saunders, 
Diane Mccarthy, Scott Lekan, Jen Farrell 
and (pictured) David Mitchell,  
Cheryl Matheis, Senior Vice President of 
AARP, Kathy Knecht and Todd Aakhus. 
 

 

Click the image for more information. 

Members of Class 17 on a Focus Tour at  

APS’s Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station 

Alumni Invited  
to Focus Tour 
If you’d like to attend the  
Glendale Media Center and 
University of Phoenix  
Stadium tour on February 11, 
2011, please contact Larry 
Woods, Tour  
Coordinator, at 
lwoods@leadershipwest.org. 

http://www.westgatecitycenter.com/
http://www.wvmonline.com
http://www.newlifectr.org
http://www.cancercenter.com/western-hospital.cfm
http://www.cancercenter.com/western-hospital.cfm
https://www.gcu.edu/lp/ppc1007/brand/index.php?s_kwcid=TC|8793|grand%20canyon%20college||S||6138488000&gclid=CIPSpfifgKUCFQlubAodwn9oiQC:/Users/Kathy/Documents/attachments_2010_08_29.zip
http://www.thearizonamarathon.com/
mailto:lwoods@leadershipwest.org.

