
  

Please support those 
who support  

Leadership West 

Newsletter December 13, 2009 

Cultivating Leadership Capital for the West Valley 

Never underestimate how vital your individual engagement and support means to Leadership West.  
The volunteer culture of our organization remains the cornerstone of our success and the envy  
of similar programs.  Leadership West relies on your participation and your financial support to  

cultivate leadership capital for the West Valley.  Leadership West Matters because the West Valley 
matters—to ourselves, our companies, our neighbors and our children. 
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Alumni News 3,4 

2009 Drawing to a Close 
Dear LW Alumni, Founders and Friends, 
 
Thank you to everyone who has served the West Valley and supported 
Leadership West in 2009.  Together, we are creating a brighter future 
for the region. 
 
If you’re like me, you’ve heard more than enough commentary on 
“tough times” and down economies.  We know Leadership West alumni 
are working tirelessly in unprecedented situations to make the future 
brighter for themselves, their companies, their communities and their 
families.  We see you.  And we’re proud. 
 
It’s hard to be down-hearted when you’re part of a group that is so 
optimistic, so tenacious, so knowledgeable and connected, so well 
poised to seize the moment and capitalize on strong relationships when 
the opportunity arises.   
 
The stories of how LW connections have helped make great things 
happen are countless.  Please share with us those stories when they 
happen to you.  On behalf of the board, Rebecca and myself, happy 
holidays and a healthy, prosperous 2010! 
 

www.leadershipwest.org 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ 
paid your  
2009-2010 dues, 
you still have a  
couple of weeks to 
make that  
tax-deductable  
Contribution and 
gain web access to 
alumni contact info.  
Click here if you 
need an invoice.  
You may also pay at 
www.leadershipwest.
org. 

http://www.wilhelmauto.com/
http://www.lateral10.com/
http://gconinc.com/home/default.asp
http://www.leadershipwest.org
https://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B9u9XHxq3VqzNzBlMzdjYmEtMmNkZi00YWI5LWFlMjktZDE1YTY1ODNiMjg3&hl=en
http://www.leadershipwest.org
http://www.leadershipwest.org
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Recruitment Time is Upon Usτ 
Help us Cultivate Leadership Capital for the West Valley 
 
January marks the time when we start gathering together the names of potential recruits.  
Class 17 will be launched before we know it.  A recruitment mixer will be held in February, 
an Orientation Breakfast will be held in March, and applications will be due on April 30. 
 
Alumni are hands-down the most effective recruiters for 
our outstanding program.  Send Kathy the names of 
individuals with whom you engage, whom you have 
seen demonstrating leadership in the West Valley.  Help 
us identify the folks that will help lead the West Valley in 
the years to come. 
 
Please send names and contact information of potential 
recruits to Kathy at Kathy@leadershipwest.org, and 
direct recruits toward more information at 
www.leadershipwest.org. 

January 7, 2010, 6:00 p.m. 
Post-Issue Day Mixer 

Irish Wolfhound, Surpise  
16811 North Litchfield Rd (midway between Greenway and Bell), Suite 102-104 

Happy Hour until 7:00, Ladies Night after 8:00. 
This event is scheduled near Surprise City Hall at which Class 16 member,  

Sharon Wolcott, will be sworn in at 6:00 p.m. to the City Council.   
You may go show support for Sharon or support LW at the mixer, or both. 

 

Come toast a new year for the Best (I mean West) Valley with us. 

Our Vision:   
Informed, engaged, and inspired leaders  

transforming the West Valley into highly livable, quality communities. 

If you haven't taken the 
LW Alumni Survey, 

please do.   
Click here.   

We had a Winner 
Lots of people guessed, but Betty Lynch, Class 5, was 
the first to identify Founder, Stephen Cleveland on the 
lower right corner of the masthead of the website.  
Betty won a gift certificate to Palm Valley Golf Club. 

mailto:Kathy@leadershipwest.org
http://www.leadershipwest.org
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=vnQf09Tf8_2bQuUGyhAaPnwA_3d_3d
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Leadership West is happy to provide this information sharing tool to our Alumni  who have paid annual dues. 

{ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΚ  Please drop us a line and fill us in.  Send your blurbs to 

Kathy@leadershipwest.org.  We’re eager to provide this service to our dues-paying alumni. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ¦ǇΚ  Shining a Light on all You Do 

Thom Gyder, Class 1 and Chris Garman, Class 10 (both 
shown here at the LW Golf for Good) are pleased to 
announce that Motor Age Magazine recognized Wilhelm 
Automotive among the Top 10 shops in the Nation for 2010 
(#7 in the ranking).  http://motorage.search-autoparts.com/
motorage/article/articleDetail.jsp?id=643243&pageID=1 

Leadership West Advisory Board Member, David Veillette and 
Kathy Knecht, Class 4, invite you to celebrate the New Year in 
classic style, as the Arizona Broadway Theatre hosts its annual 
New Year’s Eve Gala, The Grandest Affair in Town, on Thursday, 
December 31. The two seating times for dinner are at 6:15 p.m. 
and 7:15 p.m. 
  

This Northwest Valley extravaganza includes a lobby reception 
with passed hors d’oeuvres, a three-course dinner (including 
dessert), and a Broadway showcase featuring cast members from 
A Christmas Carol and Gypsy, and other special guests. The 
evening’s host, Cory McCloskey of Fox 10 Arizona Morning, will 
lead the countdown to 2010 with a complimentary champagne 

toast. ABT’s acclaimed band will provide music for dancing into the night under the direction 
of Alan Plado. 
  

Please contact the ABT box office at 623-776-8400 or see for tickets and information. 

Patricia Krough, Class 16, is working with Jack Dermody to promote Four 
Windows,  a facilitation program for improving personal relationships, team 
performance, teambuilding and communication.  Their event, “Reinvent 
Your Client Relations in the New Economy” will be held this February.  Learn 
more at http://fourwindowswithjackdermody.eventbrite.com/ 
 

Try Again The photo link to the Govt.  Issue Day and Majerle’s mixer didn’t work in the last  

newsletter.  If you want to try again, click here:  http://picasaweb.google.com/
leadershipwest/20091204December3GovtDayAndMixer?feat=directlink 

mailto:kathy@leadershipwest.org
http://motorage.search-autoparts.com/motorage/article/articleDetail.jsp?id=643243&pageID=1
http://motorage.search-autoparts.com/motorage/article/articleDetail.jsp?id=643243&pageID=1
http://fourwindowswithjackdermody.eventbrite.com/
http://picasaweb.google.com/leadershipwest/20091204December3GovtDayAndMixer?feat=directlink
http://picasaweb.google.com/leadershipwest/20091204December3GovtDayAndMixer?feat=directlink
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Our Wonderful Supporters! 
This list is growing! 

 
Advisory Board  

The Leadership West Advisory 
Board is made up of exceptional 
individuals who share our  
commitment to outstanding 
leadership for the future of the 
West Valley.  These leaders have 
committed to a $2500  
contribution for two years:  

 
Lisa Atkins 

Shelley Bade 
Mayor Bob Barrett 
Stephen Cleveland 

Cameron Cooke 
Richard Duncan 
Chris Garman 

Mike Godbehere 
Thom Gyder 
Birt Kellam 
Tom Knecht 

Diane McCarthy 
Erik Miller 

David Veillette 
Candace Weist 

 
Issue Day Sponsor $1000: 

New Life Center 
 

VIP Member $1000 
Cathy Gorham 

 
Supporting Members $500 

Deborah Charlesworth 
Michelle Dionisio 

Karen Keith 
Laura Oxley 
Jessie Singer 

 
Leading Members $250 

Jennifer Farrell 
Seth Kanter 

Kathy Knecht 
Tom Payton 
Carol Poore 
Zac Storey 

ECO Avenues: Living the 
Green Life…Southwest Valley 
Style 
  
West Valley Cities, Leadership 
West alumni and other 
community members are 
creating a free event that 
showcases environmentally 
friendly products, services, 

education and activities from businesses and organizations.  Still in 
the planning stages, this April 17th event at Estrella Mountain 
Community College is seeking volunteers, sponsors and exhibitors.  
For more information please call or email Landis Elliott or Karen 
Keith,  or got to www.ecoavenues.com. 
  
LW Alumni heading up ECO Avenues include: Dina Mathias, Class 
13 (Co-Chair); Chris Reams, Class 9; Founder, Sharolyn Hohman; 
Landis Elliott, Class 10 (Event Mgr); and Karen Keith, Class 12 
(Event Mgr).  They would love to add your name to the list! 

Sharon Wolcott, Class 16,  will be sworn in as the 
newest Council Member in Surprise on Thursday, 
January 7th at 6:00 p.m. in he council chambers.  
Congratulations, Sharon! 
 
The post-Issue day mixer has been scheduled 
nearby to accommodate those who may want to 
support both Sharon and LW in the same night.  
(See page 2.) 

This summer, Matt Mickson, Class 14, will be 
leaving Lateral 10 and the great state of Arizona 
for Columbia Business School in new York, where 
he will be pursuing an MBA.  We congratulate 
Matt and will be sure to send him warm wishes. 

http://www.newlifectr.org
http://www.ecoavenues.com

