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Many Thanks  
to our Hosts  

78 West Valley Leaders 

turned out for the 2009 Meet 
the New Class Mixer on  

August 6! 
 

Drinks and conversation 
flowed.  Friends and  

colleagues caught up.  And  
Leadership West was made 

stronger in the process.  
Thank you to everyone who 

attended. 

“I had a great time last night, 
met lots of new, interesting 
folks and caught up with some 
folks from the past.” 

 -Seth Kanter, Class 3 (email)  
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To Paraphrase Old Blue Eyes,  
ά5ŀ ŘǳŜǎ ōŜ ŘǳŜ ōŜ ŘǳŜΦέ 
¢ƘŜ нллфκнлмл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ άǎǿƛƴƎΦέ 
As an alumnus, you know first-hand how Leadership West consistently cultivates  
outstanding leadership capital for the West Valley.  Each of us who live, work and 
raise families here benefits from the well informed and well connected leaders who 
impact virtually every aspect of our communities.  You are one of those leaders, and 
we need your help!  To continue our growth and service to the community and our 
alumni, we rely on your participation and financial support.  

 Please log on to www.leadershipwest.org and take a few minutes to review the options under the 

“Membership” tab.  Then make your payment on our secure site.  Or, if you want to pay by check, please send to 

Leadership West at P.O. Box 1843, Avondale, AZ  85392.  Please make note of the membership level you are  

selecting.  We will confirm upon receipt and send you your password to access the Members-Only directory with 

complete contact information on alumni and founders.  Members at the $250 level and up will receive a year’s 

subscription to West Valley Magazine.  Thank you to those alumni who have already paid! 

 

Do you recognize 
this guy? 

That’s Mike Mulvihill.  You may remember Mike from 
your LW New Class Retreat.  He was instrumental in the 
team building exercises over many of the past  
several years. 
 
Now, Mike has his own corporate team-building  
company called PossibiliTEAMS.  Out of the goodness of 
his heart, he volunteered to lead some team building  
exercises for the new board members at their retreat in 
July. 
 
The board had to turn over their “magic carpet” with 10 
people standing on it.  It was a fun and bonding  
experience.  Thank you, Mike! 

 
 
Many thanks to 
Melinda Gulick of 
DMB who  
facilitated the 
Board Retreat, 
and to the City of 
Goodyear which 
served as a very 
gracious and  
accommodating 
host! 

2009 Board Retreat 
Volunteering to build a better West Valley 

http://www.leadershipwest.org/
westvalleymagazine.com
http://www.possibiliteams.com
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Our Vision:   
Informed, engaged, 
and inspired leaders 

transforming the  
West Valley into 
highly livable,  

quality communities.  

Such an easy way to be  
involved:  Become a Mentor 
for Class XVI 
 
One super easy way you can have a direct 
impact on the success of Class 16, is to 
serve as a mentor to a current  
participant.   
 
We are seeking out alumni who will agree 
to serve as a mentor from September 09 - 
June 2010.  Mentors are not expected to 
be professional mentors or personal  
advisors on matters unrelated to  
Leadership West.  
Mentors: 
¶ Attend Synthesis Day and Graduation 
¶ Provide advice and guidance related 

to issue days, group projects and 
other aspects of the program 

¶ Commit to a minimum of one face-to-
face meeting and must be generally 
available for consultation via phone or 
email 

  
Many long-lasting and meaningful  
friendships and business relationships 
have started out as LW mentoring  
relationships.     
 
If you would like to be considered as a  
potential mentor, please email  
Mentor Chair, Connie Stepnitz, at  
connie.stepnitz@goodyearaz.gov. 

Tee up for the  
4th Annual 
Leadership West 
άDƻƭŦ ŦƻǊ DƻƻŘέ  
Tournament! 
Friday, October 30, 
2009 
tŀƭƳ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ άtŀƭƳǎέ 
Course, Goodyear 
 

Join us for a howlingly good time of golf and 
Halloween fun.  Sponsorships are now being 
offered for great exposure to this group of 
West Valley movers and shakers!   
Contact Barbra Coffee at  
623-882-7903 or email  
bcoffee@goodyearaz.gov for more  
information.  Start gathering your foursome 
and planning your costumes to win spookily 
cool prizes!!!  This is a tournament not to be 
missed.   
 
7:00 am Registration/Breakfast is included 
8:00 am Shotgun Start (4-Person Scramble) 
1:00 pm Lunch, Cocktails, Awards, Raffle 
 
All proceeds to benefit Leadership West and 
Leadership West’s community projects. 

Thank you to our  
Sustaining Partner 

mailto:connie.stepnitz@goodyearaz.gov
mailto:bcoffee@goodyearaz.gov
http://leadershipwest.wordpress.com/files/2009/07/mentor1.jpg
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We Have a Winner! 
Liz Magoon, Class 6, responded within  

minutes of the release of the last newsletter 

and correctly identified her class in the photo 

below.  Liz 

won golf for 

four at  

Country  

Meadows 

Golf course. 

Alumni News 
¶ Deanna Rada, Class 15, has founded Purpose in   
        Motion—Transforming Women’s Lives.  She         
        invites you to the ribbon-cutting, mixer and               
        fundraising event on Aug. 26, at 5:30 at The Fox and the Hound.  More info at   
        www.purposeinmotion.org. 
¶ Michelle Dionisio, Class 3 and Tom Payton, Class 15, invite you to the Opening Reception and Art 
Show at Birt’s Bistro, which Tom designed and  Michelle directs, on Friday, August 14 at 5:30.p.m.  
Tom’s wife, Natascha is a featured artist.  More info at www.interfaithcommunitycare.org. 

¶ Debbie Charlesworth, Class  10, is a founding member the Annual Anthony Holly Memorial Ride (That’s 
motorcycles!).  The Anthony Holly Foundation honors Tony Holly, a Glendale police officer killed in the 
line of duty. This 501c3 foundation supports many children’s activities.  The ride is on October 24. 

¶ Paula Ilardo, Class 10, has been promoted from Communications Manager to Economic  
        Development Director in Goodyear where they have combined the Communications Division with    
        the Economic Development staff to better market the city.  Congratulations, Paula! 
¶ Landis Elliott, Class  10 and Karen Keith, Class  12, have launched an events management  
        company, La Krème. They invite you to the Autofest classic car show and food drive to benefit  the      
        Southwest Crisis Center and Agua Fria Food Bank on Oct. 11 at Goodyear Ballpark. 
¶ See the blog at www.leadershipwest.org if you missed wedding photos of Thom Gyder, Class 2 and 

Shelly Bade, Class  9 and Jenny Ellis Grounds, Class 12.  Also, New appointment for Darcie McCracken, 
Class 14. 

¶ All alumni are invited to join the Summit Committee, chaired by Anthony Sumner, Class 13.  Help make 
our 4th annual community outreach event a huge success.  Kick-off Happy-Hour on August 26th at 
Gordon Biersch at 5:30pm. Contact Anthony at anthony@sandboxdevelopment.com.  He’s buyin’ the 
first round! 

¶ Thom Gyder, Class 2, and Chris Garman, Class 10, are proud to announce the certification of their 
automotive repair shops as “Green.” Read more on azcentral.com: Auto Repair Shops Go Green. 

Introducing Rebecca Earp 
Rebecca Earp joins 
the Leadership West 
Team as the new  
administrative  
assistant.  Rebecca is 
the wife of LW  
Alumnus, Jason Earp, 
Class 6, who serves on 
the Avondale City 
Council.   

They live in Tolleson with their children.   

{ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΚ  

Please drop us a line and fill us in.   

Send your blurbs to 

Kathy@leadershipwest.org.  

http://www.purposeinmotion.org
http://www.interfaithcommunitycare.org
http://www.anthonyhollyfoundation.org
http://www.leadershipwest.org/
http://www.azcentral.com/business/articles/2009/08/13/20090813biz-greenautomotive0814.html
mailto:kathy@leadershipwest.org

