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Cultivating Leadership Capital for the West Valley 

Our Sustaining Partners Inside  

¶ Application Time 
¶ Nominate Alumnus of the 

Year 
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Support LW Project Groups 
from Class 15 and 16 
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Leadership West-ers making 
the WV even better 
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¶ ά{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǘŜέ ŦƻǊ {ȅƴǘƘŜǎƛǎ 
Day, Graduation and Annual 
Meeting 

¶ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ {ǳǊǾŜȅ 
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Our Vision: Informed, engaged, and inspired leaders transforming  
the West Valley into highly livable, quality communities. 

www.leadershipwest.org 

Please support those who support Leadership West 

The West Valley 
2050 Summit was 

attended by nearly 150 West 
Valley leaders and earned 
rave reviews.  We enjoyed 
generous press from the  
Arizona Republic and the 
Daily News Sun and the story was picked up by the AZ Board of Regents newsletter.  Plans are 
ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀȅ ǘƻ  ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ŀ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ άwŜŀƭƛǘȅ /ƘŜŎƪέ ǘƻ  ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜƴǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 
our region.  Stay tuned to your e-blasts and newsletters.  Thanks to the Committee and 
volunteers, Carole DeCosmo, Karen Keith, Deborah Sapp, Meredeth Stucky, John Vescova,  and 
Girl Scouts, Danielle Torres and Fiona Huusko. 

See a Slideshow of The 
Fourth Annual Summit 

and the  
VIP luncheon here. 

Thank you to Class 15 Public Safety Day Committee, Erik Miller, Othell 
Newbill, Susan Stout and John Rowan.  The day was a phenomenal success.  

{ŜŜ ŀ ǎƭƛŘŜǎƘƻǿ ƻŦ /ƭŀǎǎ мсΩǎ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ 5ŀȅ here. 

http://www.wilhelmauto.com/
http://www.lateral10.com/
http://gconinc.com/home/default.asp
http://www.leadershipwest.org
http://www.aps.com/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/peoria/articles/2010/04/02/20100402-surprise-summit-arizona-growth.html/
http://www.yourwestvalley.com/news/future-14642-arizona-sustainable.html
http://picasaweb.google.com/leadershipwest/Summit2010?feat=directlink
http://picasaweb.google.com/leadershipwest/LeadershipWestPublicSafetyClass162010?feat=directlink
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5ƻƴΩǘ CƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ 
Remind your 
colleagues:  

Applications to Leadership 
West Class 17 

are due on April 30.  They are 
available here and at 

www.leadershipwest.org.   
 
Complete instructions and information is included in the 
application. For more information, call Kathy Knecht  
at 623-826-2074. 

Who will be the next 
LW Alumnus of the 
Year? 

_______?______ 10 
Lyn Truitt 09 

Laura McBride 08 
Cameron Cooke 07 

Kathy Knecht 06 
Claude Mattox 04 

Gary Gelzer 03 
Thom Gyder 02 

 
Each year, Leadership West 
honors one of its own for 
service to the organization and 
the community. 
 
If you would like to nominate 
ŀƴ ŀƭǳƳƴǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
award, please download this 
form and send it to Kathy 
Knecht at 
Kathy@leadershipwest.org.  
You may also fax it to 623-215-
3863.  All nominations will be 
considered by the Board of 
Directors who will decide who 
will be honored at the 
Graduation Ceremony on June 
10, 2010. 
 
Criteria for the award are as 
follows: 
¶ Member in good standing 

(dues-paying) 
¶ Visibly leading in the West 

Valley 
¶ Significantly contributing to 

the success of Leadership 
West either financially or 
tangibly, or both 

¶ Not a current member of 
the board of directors, a 
Founder or an Advisor 

https://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B9u9XHxq3VqzNTM5ZjVkZDctYWJmOS00M2Q2LWExMzktYmQ2ZTE4Zjg4ZWVk&hl=en
http://www.leadershipwest.org
http://www.westmarc.org/
http://docs.google.com/Doc?docid=0Adu9XHxq3VqzZGNuNzQ3MjJfNjlnOThrdmd3Zw&hl=en
mailto:Kathy@leadershipwest.org
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Shining a Light on all You Do 

You are invited to the 
2010 Leadership Forum, 
hosted by Maricopa 
Community Colleges and 
Black Board of Directors 
Project:  How Citizens Can 
Impact Government.   
Click the image below for 
details.  

Class 15 project group, The Basics, is proud to announce that the Centennial Outdoor 
Classroom is up and running thanks to many people and businesses who made the 
Vision a Reality!  On April 28th Liberty School District will be dedicating the Centennial 
Outdoor Classroom as well as celebrating the 100th year anniversary of the 1910 Liberty 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  aŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΣ [ƛōŜǊǘȅΩǎ !Ǌǘ ŀƴŘ aǳǎƛŎ 
teachers will be showcasing student art work and will have students performing 
throughout the evening.  We hope you will be able to attend this special moment in 
history, giving us an opportunity thank so many for giving back to our school, our 
district and most importantly our students.  Feel free to forward the invite on to others.  
Please RSVP to Janene VanLeeuwen by clicking here if you will be attending.                                                          
5:30-6:00       Open House/Art Work/Student performances  
6:00-6:30       Dedication of Outdoor Classroom/Celebration of 100 year history of 1910 School House  
6:30-7:30       Open House/Art Work/Student Performances  
Address:  19818 W. Hwy. 85  Buckeye, AZ  85326.   Throughout the evening Root Beer Floats will be served.  

https://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B9u9XHxq3VqzZmZlMjJiNTYtM2M5Mi00NGVmLWE4NDctNGNjZmFmNzRiY2Y3&hl=en
mailto:JVanLeeuwen@liberty.k12.az.us
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Theater Works Board of Directors  
Creates Endowment Fund 
Lead by the extraordinary efforts of Thom Gyder, Chairman of 
the Theater Works Board of Directors and Leadership West 
Class 2, Theater Works is extremely pleased to report that on 
Thursday, March 25, Theater Works officially opened an 
endowment fund through the Arizona Community Foundation. 
Through his role as Chairman of the Board, Mr. Gyder was able to successfully orchestrate a 
fundraising campaign that raised the $25,000 necessary to open the Endowment Account. This 
was a broad effort across the entire Board of Directors and they are responsible for this 
outstanding result. Of particular note during this endowment campaign was the generosity of 
Ms. Constance W. McMillin, Dr. Bob and Mrs. Nancy Root, Ms. Barbara Schifano, Ms. Shelley 
Bade (Leadership West Class 9), Mr. Jack and Mrs. Diane Lytle and Mr. Thom Gyder.  For more 
information on the Endowment Fund please contact Jack Lytle at 623-815-1791 ext 101. 

Spencer Anderson, Class 15 and Advisory Board member, Candace 
Weist of West Valley National Bank, invite you to this no-cost 
community event featuring financial literacy author, Sharon Lechter, at 
the Cancer Treatment Center of America in Goodyear on May 11.  A 
mixer will follow the book signing.  Click here to view the full-sized flyer.  

A Cancer Tip from our Newsletter Partner: CTCA 
Arizona's abundant sunshine is one of the great things about living 
here, but it can also be deadly. Skin cancer is the most common 
form of cancer in the U.S. and Arizona ranks second in the world 
for skin cancer incidences. Prevention is key. When in the sun, re-
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ψ{Ωǎ - shade, sunglasses and sunscreen. And 
please talk to your doctor or dermatologist about scheduling a 
routine skin cancer screening. For more information on staying 
healthy, visit www.cancercenter.com/lw. 

LW Advisory Board members, Bob Barrett and Lisa Atkins (Class 1), would like to invite 
Leadership West members to attend  its 2010 Water Leadership Forum from 7:30 to 9 a.m. on 
Friday, May 7 at the Glendale Renaissance Hotel & Spa. The purpose of the forum is to educate 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ /!tΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƴƎΣ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎΣ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΩǎ 
Colorado River supply. CAP is inviting interested community members to attend, especially 
substantial water users such as those in the development, real estate, golf, hospitality and 
recreation industries who may be interested in getting further involved with CAP. Please  feel 
free to pass this information along to anyone you think might be interested.  See a full-sized 
invitation here. For more information or to RSVP, contact Cathy Carlat, 623-869-2450, 
ccarlat@cap-az.com.  

Leadership West-ers Making Great Things Happen 

https://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B9u9XHxq3VqzZDlhZGUyOWEtYWY1Ni00YjU0LWE1YTMtNzJkNWU2OTU3ZWJk&hl=en
http://www.cancercenter.com/lw.
https://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B9u9XHxq3VqzMTg5YmI5YTAtMTIwOS00MDc5LWJjZjgtZmViOTI1NDI0YjYw&hl=en
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Our Wonderful Supporters! 
This list is growing! 

 
Advisory Board  

The Leadership West Advisory Board is 
made up of exceptional individuals who 
share our commitment to outstanding 
leadership for the future of the West 
Valley.  These leaders have committed to 
a $2500  contribution for two years:  

 
Lisa Atkins 

Shelley Bade 
Mayor Bob Barrett 
Stephen Cleveland 

Cameron Cooke 
Richard Duncan 
Chris Garman 

Mike Godbehere 
Thom Gyder 
Birt Kellam 
Tom Knecht 

Diane McCarthy 
Erik Miller 

David Veillette 
Candace Weist 

 
Superstar Corporate Sponsor 

Westgate City Center 
 

Issue Day Sponsor $1000: 
New Life Center 

WP Carey School of Business 
 

VIP Member $1000 
Cathy Gorham 

 
Supporting Members $500 

Tamara Caraway 
Deborah Charlesworth 

Michelle Dionisio 
Karen Keith 
Laura Oxley 
Jessie Singer 

 
Leading Members $250 

Barry Chasse 
Jennifer Farrell 

Seth Kanter 
Kathy Knecht 
Tom Payton 
Carol Poore 
Zac Storey 

Leadership West is happy to provide this service to dues-paying alumni, 
Advisors and other supporters. 

 LW Vice President and member of 
Class 3 is excited to announce that 
Interfaith Community Care is now 
Benevilla.  As a not-for-profit, non-
denominational human services 

agency, Benevilla has been known and recognized for its quality care 
services for over 28 years. Their mission is enhancing the experiences of 
life for people of all ages. Check out all of their Programs and Services 
here.  The new name continues an evolution which recognizes and 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 

The City of Peoria is seeking the input of Valley 
businesses as part of a comprehensive locational 
assessment. The brief online survey will help identify 
critical strengths and weaknesses of the local 
business environment and is a key element of an 
overall economic development strategy that the city 
is developing. 
The participation of any Valley business is welcome. 

Questions concern the labor requirements of area employers, how well 
ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŜǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƭŀōƻǊ ŦƻǊŎŜΣ Ƙƻǿ 
businesses view the regulatory environment and what businesses require 
in terms of infrastructure and real estate. 
The survey is available online here.  The results will be shared with 
businesses who are interested in the data that is collected. 
CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ aŀǊƛŀ [ŀǳƎƘƴŜǊ ƛƴ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
development services department at 623-773-5121. 

Welcome and Thank you to our newest partner! 

Save the Date!  ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ млǘƘ ƛǎ /ƭŀǎǎ мсΩǎ Synthesis Day 

and Graduation.  Synthesis Day will be at Avondale City Hall in the am and 
Graduation will be at the Heritage club at Marley Park in Surprise in the 
ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {ȅƴǘƘŜǎƛǎ 5ŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ Annual Meet-
ing for all members, at which new board members will be elected to the 
Board.  Please plan on attending.  More details will be coming soon. 

http://www.westgatecitycenter.com/
http://www.newlifectr.org
http://wpcarey.asu.edu/marcomm/westcampus.cfm
http://www.benevilla.org/programs.html
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SLPDXVZ
http://www.westgatecitycenter.com/

